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This Scoping Direction is provided on the basis of the information submitted to Planning
and Environment Decisions Wales on 18 December 2023, in addition to consultation
responses received. The advice does not prejudice any recommendation made by an
Inspector or any decision made by the Welsh Ministers in relation to the development,
and does not preclude the Inspector from subsequently requiring further information to
be submitted with the submitted DNS application under Regulation 24 of The Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Requlations 2017 (as
amended) (“The 2017 Regulations”).

Planning and Environment Decisions Wales (PEDW) received a request under Regulation 33 of
the 2017 Regulations for a Scoping Direction in relation to a proposed development for 25 wind
turbine generators with a maximum tip height of 230 meters, together with associated
infrastructure including a new access route, photovoltaic panels and a Battery Energy Storage
(BESS) by Galileo 06 Limited.

The request was accompanied by a Scoping Report (SR) (Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park
Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report, dated December 2023, ref. 1620015888)
that outlines the proposed scope of the Environmental Statement (ES) for the proposed
development.

Planning and Environment Decisions Wales (PEDW) is authorised to issue this Scoping
Direction on behalf of the Welsh Ministers.

This Direction has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 2017 Regulations
as well as current best practice towards preparation of an ES. In accordance with the 2017
Regulations PEDW has consulted on the SR and the responses received from the consultation
bodies have been duly considered in adopting this Direction.

The site is located within the southwest of the Cambrian Mountain Range, north of the A482
and west of the A483. The site occupies approximately 1276 hectares (ha), approximately 11
km to the east of Lampeter and 10 km to the west of Llanwrtyd Wells.

Further information is available in section 2.3 of the SR.

The proposal as described in the SR as an Energy Park comprising of the following:

e Up to 25 wind turbines, each with a maximum tip height of up to 230 m, with
accompanying external transformers, turbine foundations, crane hardstandings and
laydown/storage areas;

e Ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) generating station. The generating station will
include solar PV modules and mounting structures;

e Balance of Solar System (BoSS) which comprises inverters, transformers and
switchgear;


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/regulation/33/made

e A Project Substation compound, which will include; substation, switching and control
equipment, office / control / welfare buildings, storage areas, and provisions for vehicular
parking and material laydown;

e Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) compound and associated inverters,
transformers, switchgear and ancillary equipment and their containers, enclosures,
monitoring systems, air conditioning, electrical cables and fire safety infrastructure;

e Permanent anemometer mast for monitoring wind speed and wind turbine performance;

e Works to facilitate vehicular access to the Site and on-site access tracks, with
watercourse crossings (if'where required) and where necessary, off-site works to
facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads (e.g. construction of over-run areas and
temporary modifications to street furniture etc).

e One or more temporary construction and storage compounds;

e Borrow pit(s) to source stone and aggregate required for construction purposes;

e Landscaping, habitat management, biodiversity enhancement and amenity
improvements; and

¢ Ancillary infrastructure works including; underground cables, boundary treatments,
security equipment, lighting, landscaping, access tracks, earthworks, surface water
management, and any other works identified as necessary to enable the development.

The SR confirms that grid connection from the substation would be subject to a separate
consent application that is not proposed to form part of this DNS application.

Further information is available in section 2.4 of the SR.

The scope of the EIA should include all elements of the development as identified in the SR,
both permanent and temporary, and this Scoping Direction is written on that basis.

In line with the requirements of Reqgulation 17 and Schedule 4 to the 2017 Regulations, any
reasonable alternatives considered should be presented in the ES. The reasons behind the
selection of the chosen option should also be provided in the ES, including where
environmental effects have informed the choices made.

In line with Regulation 33(7) of the 2017 Regulations, formal consultation was undertaken with
the following bodies:
e Carmarthenshire County Council Local Planning Authority (LPA)

e Ceredigion County Council LPA

e Powys County Council LPA (Neighbouring Authority)

¢ Natural Resources Wales (NRW)

e Cadw

e Soil, Peatland and Agricultural Land Use Planning Unit (LQAS), Welsh Government
e Transport Directorate, Welsh Government

e Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO)

e NATS

e Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/regulation/17/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/regulation/33/made

e Health and Safety Executive (HSE)
e Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority (M&WW Fire and Rescue)
e Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW)

Responses received are included in Appendix 1.

The Applicants should satisfy themselves that the ES includes all the information outlined in
Schedule 4 of the 2017 Regulations. In addition, the Applicant should ensure that the Non-
Technical Summary includes a summary of all the information included in Schedule 4. Consider
a structure that allows the author of the ES and the appointed Inspector and Decision Maker to
readily satisfy themselves that the ES contains all the information specified Regulation 17 and
Schedule 4 of the 2017 Regulations. Cross refer to the requirements in the relevant sections of
the ES, and include a summary after the Contents page that lays out all the requirements from
the Regulations and what sections of the ES they are fulfilled by.

As the assessments are made, consideration should be given to whether standalone topic
chapters would be necessary for topics that are currently proposed to be considered as part of
other chapters, particularly if it is apparent that there are significant effects and a large amount
of information for a particular topic.

There may also be topic areas scoped out of the ES where the developer may wish to include
application documents that sit outside of the ES and provide information that will support their
consultation(s) and the decision-making process. The developer is encouraged to liaise with
key consultees regarding non-ES application documents which are not a legislative requirement
of the DNS regime. If agreement cannot be reached over non-ES application documentation,
then the developer may wish to explore whether PEDW can help provide clarity via its statutory
pre-application advice service.

The ES should focus on describing and quantifying significant environmental effects. Policy
considerations / arguments relating to those impacts should be addressed in other
documentation supporting the application (e.g. a Planning Statement), which cross references
the ES where necessary. This does not imply that ES chapters should not be prepared in
accordance with relevant advice in policy documents (e.g. Technical Advice Notes), rather that
the ES should concentrate on identifying significant effects on the environment rather than
dealing with policy arguments or exhaustively listing policies.

Rochdale Envelope: Whilst not specifically raised in the SR for this project, PEDW has
previously been asked whether the ‘Rochdale Envelope’ approach is appropriate for a DNS
application for wind turbine development. Whilst this approach may be appropriate for the pre-
application Environmental Impact Assessment work, it should be noted that a DNS application
is an application for full planning permission under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended). It is therefore not possible to submit a DNS application with as much uncertainty
over what is proposed as is acceptable for an Outline application, or for a Development
Consent Order under the Planning Act 2008. At the point of application, the following matters
should be clear:

e Number of turbines

e Locations of the turbines (subject to micro-siting considerations)



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/regulation/17/made
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Advice-note-9.-Rochdale-envelope-web.pdf

e Maximum tip height
e Maximum hub height

It is open to the applicant to propose that final hub height and rotor diameter could be left to be
dealt with via a written submission to the Local Planning Authority, as a pre-commencement
condition (should planning permission be granted) provided the condition specifies that the hub
height must not exceed (x) m and the rotor diameter shall not exceed (y) m. As with other
conditions, the applicant should seek to agree a suitable form of wording with the Local
Planning Authority, which can be submitted for the appointed Inspector’s consideration.

The Applicant should also consider that, in some cases, different methods of construction may
lead to different significant effects. This is particularly relevant in wind farm projects where
different type of foundations may be required. The ES should be clear that the worst-case
scenario is addressed consistently in terms of development footprint including construction
areas.

Once that level of certainty is reached for the application, the ES should be reviewed and if
necessary updated to ensure it properly captures the impacts of the application being
submitted. If the applicant has any further queries about the scope for flexibility in the DNS
application process, they should contact PEDW.

Micro-siting: PEDW accepts the principle of micro-siting in applications for wind turbines. The
ES should be prepared using a clearly identified worst case scenario and final design should
not lead to greater likely significant effects than identified in the ES.

Scoping Flexibility: Further to the stated position on micro-siting and the above comments on
how the Rochdale Envelope is not an acceptable approach for the eventual application, PEDW
is content with the ES being prepared on the basis of design parameters (e.g. dimensions of
turbines and associated infrastructure), but the locations of infrastructure should be fixed
(subject to micro-siting) and the ES should assess the relevant worst-case scenario for each
aspect chapter. PEDW is content that the scoping is based on a maximum scale of
development as a worst-case scenario, and revisions can be made to the scheme prior to
submission, but the Applicant is advised to contact PEDW where substantial changes are
expected, or where changes would affect the worst-case scenario.

Shadow Flicker: PEDW notes that in ‘Review of Light and Shadow Effects from

Wind Turbines in Scotland’ (L.U.C. for climateXchange, 2017) it was found that “there is a lack
of evidence to support the use of ten rotor diameters as a cut off, and this is entirely down to
misinterpretation of the original reference to this distance.”

The ES should provide a clear rationale as to the methodology adopted, and why it is
considered appropriate given the scale of turbines proposed and the requirement for more
nuanced assessment suggested by the concerns raised in the above document.

Schedule 4 of the 2017 Regulations states that the ‘baseline scenario’ is “A description of the
relevant aspects of the current state of the environment” (emphasis added). The baseline of
the ES should reflect actual current conditions at that time.


https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/research/projects/review-of-light-and-shadow-effects-from-wind-turbines-in-scotland/
https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/research/projects/review-of-light-and-shadow-effects-from-wind-turbines-in-scotland/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made

In line with the requirements of Reqgulation 17 and Schedule 4 to the 2017 Regulations, any
reasonable alternatives studied by the Applicant should be presented in the ES. The reasons
behind the selection of the chosen option should also be provided in the ES, including where
environmental effects have informed the choices made.

It is worth bearing in mind that under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Reqgulations
2017 (“the Habitats Regulations”) unless it can be clearly shown to the Welsh Ministers that the
project would have no adverse effect on the integrity of any designated sites, it would have to
be shown that there is no feasible alternative solution (see advice note from IEMA). Further
advice regarding the Habitats Regulations is provided in the final chapter of this Scoping
Direction.

For all environmental aspects, the applicant should ensure that any survey data is as up to date
as possible and clearly set out in the ES the timing and nature of the data on which the
assessment has been based. Any study area applied to the assessments should be clearly
defined. The impacts of construction, operation and decommissioning activities should be
considered as part of the assessment where these could give rise to significant environmental
effects. Consideration should be given to relevant legislation, planning policies, and applicable
best practice guidance documents throughout the ES.

The ES should include a chapter setting out the overarching methodology for the assessment,
which clearly distinguishes effects that are 'significant' from 'non-significant' effects. Any
departure from that methodology should be described in individual aspect assessment
chapters. Where professional judgement has been applied this should be clearly stated.

The ES topic chapters should report on any data limitations, key assumptions and difficulties
encountered in establishing the baseline environment and undertaking the assessment of
environmental effects.

The Planning Inspectorate’s guidance for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects — Advice
Note 17: Cumulative Effects Assessment sets out a staged process for assessing cumulative
impacts which the Applicant should follow when preparing the list of projects for inclusion in the
ES; the Applicant should ensure that relevant schemes identified are addressed in the ES using
the tiered approach set out in Advice Note 17.

Based on the information set out in the scoping request, the approach to the assessment of
cumulative impact is considered largely appropriate. Effects deemed individually not significant
from the assessment, could cumulatively be significant, so inclusion criteria based on the most
likely significant effects from this type of development may prove helpful when identifying what
other developments should be accounted for. The criteria may vary from topic to topic.

Best practice is to include proportionate information relating to projects that are not yet
consented, dependent on the level of certainty of them coming forward.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/regulation/17/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.iema.net/assets/uploads/EIA%20Articles/arup_article_reasonable_alternatives_-_when_is_an_alternative_not_an_alternative.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/

All of the other developments considered should be documented and the reasons for inclusion
or exclusion should be clearly stated. Professional judgement should be used to avoid
excluding other development that is close to threshold limits but has characteristics likely to give
rise to a significant effect; or could give rise to a cumulative effect by virtue of its proximity to the
proposed development. Similarly, professional judgement should be applied to other
development that exceeds thresholds but may not give rise to discernible effects. The process
of refinement should be undertaken in consultation with LPAs, NRW, Cadw and other
consultees, where appropriate.

The scope of the cumulative assessment should be fully explained and justified in the ES.

Any mitigation relied upon for the purposes of the assessment should be explained in detalil
within the ES. The likely efficacy of the mitigation proposed should be explained with reference
to residual effects. The ES should provide reference to how the delivery of measures proposed
to prevent/ minimise adverse effects is secured (through legal requirements or other suitably
robust methods) and whether relevant consultees agree on the adequacy of the measures
proposed.

The Applicant should ensure that the ES addresses any significant effects on population and
human health, in light of the EIA Regulations 2017. This could be addressed under the separate
topic chapters or within its own specific chapter.

Schedule 4 Part 5 of the EIA Regulations requires a description of the likely significant
transboundary effects to be provided in an ES. The ES should address this matter as
appropriate.

For such topics it may be helpful to users of the ES if it includes a summary table
that signposts the chapters where these matters are addressed.

This section contains PEDW’s specific comments on the scope and level of detail

of information to be provided in the Applicant’s ES. Environmental topics or features are not
scoped out unless specifically addressed and justified by the Applicant, and confirmed as being
scoped out by PEDW. In accordance with Regulation 17(4)(c) the ES should be based on this
Scoping Direction in so far as the Proposed Development remains materially the same as the
Proposed Development described in the Applicant’s Scoping Report.

PEDW has set out in this Direction where it has/ has not agreed to scope out matters on the
basis of the information available at this time. PEDW is content that the receipt of a Scoping
Direction should not prevent the Applicant from subsequently agreeing with the relevant
consultees to scope such matters out of the ES, where further evidence has been provided to


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made

justify this approach. However, in order to demonstrate that the matters have been
appropriately addressed, the ES should explain the reasoning for scoping them out and justify
the approach taken.

Subject to the comments provided at Table 1, the following aspects are scoped into the ES:

10
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7. Table 1: Planning and Environment Decisions Wales Comments
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ID.1

2.4.41-43

Grid Connection

The SR states that the applicant intends to connect to a grid connection at
Ferryside, 50 km south of the site, either via underground cables, 132 kV
overhead lines, or a combination of both. The SR states that the grid connection
will be subject to a separate consent application and will not form part of the DNS
application. The SR confirms that the ES will include a high-level account of the
main environmental constraints within the grid connection corridor to confirm that
the connection is unlikely to result in unacceptable environmental impacts,
however it will not provide an assessment of the likely significant effects of the
grid connection.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to Ceredigion CC’s comments within which they
advise that a broad indication of the route of the grid connection should be
provided, including potential environmental impacts from the associated
development. Carmarthenshire CC advise that consideration should be given to
the assessment of any cumulative landscape and visual impacts with pylons and
infrastructure associated with grid connection routes. NRW also note that ecology
impacts of the off-site grid connection will need to be considered.

ID.2

2.4.7-8 (Solar PV
Array), 2.4.11-17
(BESS)

The Proposed Development

The SR is somewhat vague regarding the BESS and solar PV elements proposed
for the Energy Park. As the worst case scenario that relates to different elements
of the project may vary, it is important that the ES is clear as to all elements of the
proposal at the time of submission and contains a clear justification for the
approach to worst case scenario adopted for each element of the development in
relation to the relevant aspects of the environment / receptors.

12




ID.3

2.4.37-40

Decommissioning

The SR proposes to scope out decommissioning from various topics in the ES.
The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Ceredigion CC which note
that understanding the proposals for decommissioning would provide greater
clarity over possible environmental impacts and assist in identifying which factors
ought to be assessed. Therefore, they recommend the preparation of a
decommissioning statement.

The applicant’s attention is also drawn to comments from LQAS contained at
Appendix 1, stating the proposals should include a detailed scheme for site
decommissioning. They consider that the current statements in the SR do not
meet the requirements of Policy 18(11) of Future Wales in terms of acceptable
provisions relating to the decommissioning of the development at the end of its
lifetime, including the removal of infrastructure and effective restoration. LQAS
therefore does not agree that decommissioning can be scoped out of the ES.

NRW also state that the scope of the ES should also include any potential
significant ecological impacts from decommissioning.

PEDW agrees with these comments. The ES should be based on a worst-case
scenario and as decommissioning is part of the proposal (given that its expected
lifespan is 50 years) decommissioning should be explored in a proportionate
manner in the ES. At a minimum, the ES should clearly indicate how
decommissioning of the site will take place, clearly indicate what will be left on site
and what will be removed. The ES should address what the end-of-life cycle will
be for the infrastructure on site. Therefore, decommissioning is scoped into
the ES in a proportionate manner.

ID.4

14.2

Forestry

The SR confirms the presence of woodland, including areas of ancient woodland,
within the site. The SR states that the impact on woodland and associated
habitats would be assessed within the Ecology chapter, therefore a standalone
chapter is not required. The SR states that the layout has been designed to avoid

13




areas of ancient woodland, however there is a possibility that the proposed
access routes may pass through an area of ancient woodland via an existing road
/ track.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Carmarthenshire CC which
highlight that the landscape and visual impact of the forestry activities do not
appear to have been acknowledged. PEDW advises that if forestry is scoped out
as a standalone chapter, the landscape and visual aspects should be covered in
the Landscape and Visual Amenity Chapter.

PEDW agrees that this topic can be addressed in appropriate chapters of the ES
and a standalone chapter is not required, as indicated in the SR. This topic is
therefore Scoped In to the ES, but not as a standalone chapter. Should the
development encroach onto areas of ancient woodland, this would need to be fully
addressed in the ES. Details of buffer zones and protection measures should also
be provided.

ID.5

14.3

Socio Economics

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Ceredigion CC with regard to
socio-economic impacts, particularly those regarding tourism. They highlight the
contribution that the landscape makes to tourism to the area, and therefore state
that tourism should be scoped into the ES. Ceredigion CC state that the
assessment should include the use of Public Rights of Ways (PROWS), registered
commons etc. PEDW are satisfied that this can be covered within the Landscape
and Visual Amenity chapter.

PEDW advises that this can be scoped out as a standalone chapter, but that
it will be included proportionately throughout relevant chapters.

ID.6

14.4

Climate

The SR states that a Carbon Emissions Report will be submitted as a Technical
Appendix to the ES. Table 14.1 sets out how aspects of climate risk will be
addressed, it is noted that some aspects will be addressed in other chapters
including Ecology, Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology and Peat.

14




PEDW agrees that this can be scoped out as a standalone chapter, but that
it will be included proportionately throughout relevant chapters.

ID.7

14.5

Glint and Glare

The SR proposes to scope out glint and glare as a standalone chapter, it
proposes to address the impact in other chapters including the Aviation chapter
and Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter (residential properties), and states
that a Glint and Glare Assessment will be included in a technical appendix in the
ES.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to Carmarthenshire CC’s comments. They note
that whilst the solar panels are more than 1 km from receptors, a full assessment
will be required regarding glint and glare. They advise that, for completeness, the
ES should include a relevant section even if the impacts are demonstrated to be
nil. PEDW further note that the assessment should also cover other receptors
including public highways and public rights of way. Carmarthenshire CC also
highlight that the landscape and visual impact of glint and glare must be
assessed.

PEDW therefore advises that this can be scoped out as a standalone
chapter, but that a full assessment is provided in line with the above
comments throughout relevant chapters. Glint and glare should be assessed
in the LVIA and RVAA and should be included as a technical appendix to the ES.

ID.8

14.6

Air Quality

The SR states there are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) around the
site, however the proposed access route passes through an AQMA at Llandeilo.

The SR states that the proposed access route clips the northern end of the AQMA
only at the A40 roundabout and it is not proposed to route construction traffic
along the A483 through Llandeilo. The SR argues that traffic volumes within the
AQMA would be negligible and would not result in a significant effect on Llandeilo
AQMA. Carmarthenshire CC agree that air quality can be scoped out.

15




On the basis of the proposed construction route, PEDW agree this can be scoped
out. Should the proposed construction route alter, the applicant should consider
whether Air Quality would need to be scoped in.

ID.9 |14.7 Population and Human The SR states that a standalone chapter on human health is not proposed, but
Health that potential impacts will be covered in other chapters.
PEDW agrees that this can be scoped out as a standalone chapter, but that
impacts must be included throughout relevant chapters as set out in the SR.
ID.10 | 14.8 Risk of Major Accidents The SR proposed to scope out this topic as a standalone chapter as the potential

and Disasters

major accidence risks that could affect the site are covered in other chapters,
including Aviation, and Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology and Peat.

The SR highlights that the applicant is considering energy storage facilities as part
of the proposed development and that if energy storage facilities are included, the
requirement for a Battery Safety Management Plan will be considered. The SR
acknowledges that there is a potential fire risk associated with certain types of
batteries and that safety measures would be incorporated into the design to
minimise the risk of fire. PEDW advise that the proposed development should
include adequate measures to ensure that an isolated fire would not become
widespread and lead to a major incident, particularly given the presence forest
and upland moorland, both of which present a risk of fire spreading. The
applicant’s attention is drawn to comments provided by the Fire and Rescue
Service at Appendix 1.

The SR notes that, if deep peat cannot be avoided, a Peat Stability Report will be
provided to consider the risk of destabilisation of the peat, resulting in an
increased risk of peat slide.

16




PEDW agrees that Risk of Major Accidents and Disasters can be scoped out
as a standalone chapter, but that impacts must be included throughout
relevant chapters as set out in the SR. The above matters should be covered in
relevant chapters.

ID.11 | 14.9 Heat and Radiation PEDW agree this can be scoped out.

ID.12 | 14.10 Materials and Waste Waste and materials should be addressed in a proportionate manner in the ES,
this may be within relevant chapters rather than as a standalone chapter if that
approach is preferrable. A draft CEMP should be included as a technical appendix
to the ES.

PEDW advises that this can be scoped out as a standalone chapter, but that
impacts must be included throughout relevant chapters as set out in the SR.

ID.13 Existing Baseline Ceredigion CC confirm that the site is within the North Ceredigion Uplands
Special Landscape Area (SLA) which should inform the contextual baseline. They
further state that regard should be had to the adopted SLA SPG, patrticularly as
energy developments are cited as a key management issue for this area.
Carmarthenshire CC highlight that the road network within the study area is often
used as a recreational resource, for equestrian, cycling and walking routes
providing links between sections of the formal public right of way network.
Therefore, they advise that these users be considered as highly sensitive
receptors within the visual baseline.

PEDW advise the above receptors should be included in the baseline
characterisations.

ID.14 | 4.3 Design Considerations As cited at the end of this Direction, the Design Commission for Wales (DCfW)

has recently published guidance on designing renewable energy projects in
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Wales. The applicant’s attention is drawn to NRW’s comments on this guidance
and how the ES should demonstrate how the findings of the LVIA have informed
the design. NRW draw attention to key design issues:

e Avoiding uneven visual densities, outlier / isolated turbines or separate

groups which result in unbalanced appearance or additional effects.
e Avoiding appearance of stacking / overlapping turbines as far as possible
from key viewpoints including Bannau Brycheiniog National Park (BBNP).
e Siting and designing turbines to avoid or respond to skylines experienced
from key viewpoints including BBNP.

PEDW advises the above matters should considered in the design of the energy
park. The DCfW offer a design review service:
https://dcfw.org/ourservices/designreviewservice/

ID.15

441

Scope of the Assessment

Carmarthenshire CC highlight a number of matters that should be included in the
scope of the LVIA, including:
e Access routes within the site, between turbines and from the public

highway to the site boundary have the potential to result in significant direct
landscape and visual impacts.

e The provision of ancillary elements (PV generating station, BoSS,
substation compound, BESS and borrow pits) within the context of the
existing topography would result in potential significant direct impacts to
existing landscape elements and indirect visual and landscape character
impacts.

e The landscape and visual impact of the forestry activities.

e The landscape and visual impact of glint and glare.

Carmarthenshire CC also state that the SR does not provide full details of the
proposed methodology. They recommend that the assessment methodology fully
addresses the full range of potential visual impacts including those arising from:
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¢ In combination effects from one (static) viewpoint i.e. where a number of
towers or other infrastructure can be seen within the observer’s arc of
vision at the same time.

¢ In succession effects from one (static) viewpoint i.e. where the viewer has
to turn to see a number of towers or other infrastructure around them.

e Sequential effects on a journey i.e. where a number of towers or other
infrastructure can be seen one after the other over a period of time by an
observer moving through the landscape.

PEDW advise the applicant should ensure the above matters are included in the
assessment, and that the applicant should liaise with consultees to agree the
scope and methodology of the LVIA, prior to the commencement of any
landscape or visual assessment.

ID.16

4.4.2-4.4.6

Legislation and Guidance

The SR refers to the ‘Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2010-
2015’. NRW highlight that the latest Management Plan for Bannau Brycheiniog
National Park is Y Bannau: The Future - 2023-2028.

Carmarthenshire CC highlight that a Landscape Character Assessment is under
preparation for the authority area, this may need to be addressed in the
submission, pending the document status. Carmarthenshire CC also refer to
Landscape Institute Technical Guidance Note 02/21 Assessing landscape value
outside national designations.

ID.17

4.4.7-10, Figures
4.1-4.3

Zone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV)

The SR states a 35 km ZTV would be used to inform the assessment, however
this appears to be inconsistent with the supporting maps. The applicant’s attention
Is drawn to comments from NRW, within which they advise that Figure 4.1 does
not show the full 35 km search area. 30 km is the maximum distance shown, and
the map extent is limited to approximately 31.5 km south of the turbines. This
means that land within the 35 km search area within the BBNP has been omitted
from the ZTV analysis. Therefore, potential visibility of the turbines within these
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areas is not shown. NRW also note that figures 4.2 and 4.3, demonstrating the
ZTV for blade tips and hub height respectively, only extend to 20 km and not the
35 km search area. It is therefore recommended that the figures are updated to
ensure the full 35 km search area is shown on the ZTV mapping to inform and
support the proposed study area.

ID.18

4.4.11-13

Study Area

The SR proposes a 20 km study area. The applicant’s attention is drawn to
comments from Ceredigion CC and NRW, within which they advise that a range of
20 km is insufficient, and that the proposed study area is increased.
Carmarthenshire CC advise that a precautionary approach in terms of study area
extent should be adopted. They also seek clarification on the proposed blade
length and the associated magnitude of visual effects.

Consultees have highlighted that GN46 advises 32 km is the minimum
approximate study area for turbines above 226 m, and that site context should
influence the extent of the study area.

NRW state that the approach to determining the study area set out in the SR does
not accord with GN46, as LANDMAP filtering is yet to be undertaken, and has not
been used to inform the study area. The proposed study area has the potential to

result in significant effects on receptors being missed or overlooked in the LVIA.

NRW advise landscape receptors beyond 20 km should be scoped in where there
is a potential for significant effects, for example LCA 2 (Y Mynydd Du). Ceredigion
CC have also noted that the 20 km study area does not take into consideration
the coastline including the Heritage Coast.

PEDW therefore recommend that the proposed 20 km study area should be
reconsidered. The methodology should be revisited to ensure it accords with the
guidance. The applicant should liaise with NRW, Ceredigion CC and
Carmarthenshire CC in this regard, and the final study area should be agreed with
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relevant consultees prior to the commencement of the landscape and visual
assessment.

ID.19

4.4.14-17

Landscape Effects

The SR states that effects on landscape character and designated landscapes
(including the BBNP) will be scoped in to the LVIA.

With regard to the BBNP, NRW advise the assessment should not be limited to
the special qualities set out in the Management Plan. The assessment of the
impacts should be informed by detailed supporting evidence and assessment,
including in relation to the LCAs described in the BBNP Landscape Character
Assessment, August 2012, LANDMAP, and NRW evidence on Tranquillity and
Place (Report No: 569) and dark skies (Report No: 514).

ID.20

4.4.18

Visual Effects

The SR confirms that visual effects on recreational receptors and those visiting
scenic viewpoints are scoped in. This includes receptors within the BBNP. PEDW
concur with this approach.

ID.21

4.4.19-20, Table
4.1.

Viewpoints

The applicant’s attention is drawn to detailed comments from NRW and
Carmarthenshire CC, within which they each recommend alternative and
additional viewpoints to be considered. Ceredigion CC recommend that
viewpoints should include receptors such as trunk roads, principal roads, named
settlements and PRoWs.

PEDW recommend that the viewpoints suggested by consultees are included in
the LVIA, and that a final list of viewpoints should be agreed with relevant
consultees prior to the commencement of the landscape and visual assessment.

ID.22

4421

Visualisations

NRW agree to the approach to visualisations. Ceredigion CC recommend that a
panorama is taken from each viewpoint that includes the entire width of open
view, which may be 360° for some viewpoints. Where there is a high vertical
dimension to the view, the panorama can comprise of vertical ‘portrait’ frames.
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Ceredigion CC refer the applicant to their adopted Renewable Energy SPG in this
regard.

ID.23

4.4.22

Residential Visual Amenity
Assessment (RVAA)

The SR proposes a 2 km study area for RVAA. Carmarthenshire CC state that a
previous baseline guideline required consideration of all residential properties
within 10x the blade tip height of any turbine structure, in this case resulting in a
study area of 2.3 km. They further note that increased swept area of current
generation turbines would result in greater magnitude of visual effects arising from
visual interference between the swept areas of individual turbines overlapping in
views from residential properties. In addition, the number of turbines proposed
has the potential to increase the incidence of these in combination views.
Therefore, Carmarthenshire CC recommend that the RVAA study area is
increased to consider these issues via a precautionary approach.

It is also advised that pylons, grid connection and infrastructure are considered as
part of the cumulative impact on RVA. Any design phase mitigation proposals
should be detailed as part of the residual impact assessment.

PEDW recommends that the RVAA study area is agreed with consultees prior to
the assessment and must be fully justified in the ES.

ID.24

4.4.23-26

Night-time Effects

Lighting has the potential to impact on the BBNP International Dark Skies
Reserve and on the perceptual qualities of LCA 2 Y Mynydd Du. NRW advise
night-time viewpoints should be located where dark skies are likely to be best
experienced (i.e. away from sources of light pollution such as settlements and
roads) with at least one night-time viewpoints from within the BBNP.

PEDW note that the SR states that viewpoints will be confirmed once the initial
assessment work has been completed and an outline lighting scheme has been
determined.
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ID.25

4.4.27-29

Cumulative Landscape and
Visual Assessment

As stated in Section 6.4 of this Direction, Cumulative Effects should be dealt with
in line with the NSIP Advice Note 17.

Carmarthenshire CC note that the CLVIA does not appear to have a defined study
area, they advise that the guidance methodology set out in the ‘Pembrokeshire
and Carmarthenshire: Cumulative Impact of Wind Turbines on Landscape and
Visual Amenity guidance’ be followed in respect of an appropriate initial search
area.

Ceredigion CC notes the potential for significant cumulative impacts whereby
smaller settlements could be surrounded by large wind turbine schemes. In this
instance, they highlight the potential impacts on settlements such as Llanddewi
Brefi.

The SR provides a minimal description of other schemes to be included in the
cumulative assessment. NRW and Ceredigion CC highlight Waun Maenllwyd
Wind Farm DNS CAS-02650-BOPOM9, which is within proximity to the site, should
be included within the cumulative LVIA.

There may be other types of development that should be considered other than
solely renewable energy; ultimately the LPAs are best placed to identify potentially
relevant projects in their planning areas. PEDW recommends the applicant liaises
directly with the LPAs and NRW to agree the approach to the cumulative
assessment, which should be clearly outlined in the ES.

ID.26

5.2

Existing Baseline

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Cadw, which include a list of
historic assets within and around the site. The applicant’s attention is also drawn
to detailed comments from Heneb (formally known as the Dyfed Archaeological
Trust) included within Ceredigion CC’s response at appendix 1. Heneb request
that they are consulted on the specification for the heritage assessment which
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should be in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA)
standards.

Cadw also advise that the applicant should consult the National Trust’s
archaeologists with regard to any archaeological surveys that have been
undertaken on their Dolaucothi estate and surrounding area.

Ceredigion CC state that the scale and proximity of the development to Llanddewi
Brefi raises concerns regarding its impact on the setting of the settlement’s
conservation area. The impact on this conservation area should be assessed.

PEDW therefore recommend that the heritage assets highlighted by consultees
are included in the assessment. The applicant should liaise with the relevant
consultees regarding the scope and approach of the assessment.

ID.27 | 5.4.1-5.4.5 Assessment Scope and It is likely that the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2023 will have been enacted
Methodology - Legislation | before the EIA is completed and that many associated documents, such as TAN
and Guidance 24, will be updated in accordance with the Act. Any changes will need to be

addressed in the ES.

ID.28 | 5.4.6-5.4.11 Scope of the Assessment | Cadw concur with the approach in the SR that historic assets located outside the
ZTV can be scoped out of the assessment. However, they highlight that the
impact on all designated assets highlighted in their response must be assessed in
accordance with “The Setting of Historic Assets in Wales” guidance. This includes
a stage 1 assessment on all assets to determine the requirement for stages 2-4 to
be undertaken. PEDW advise that this assessment should be included in the ES.

ID.29 | 5.4.20 Visualisations Cadw note that visualisations should be provided of views from all scheduled

monuments inside the application area, in particular visualisations of the views
between CM218 and the different parts of CM224. Carmarthenshire CC also
request visualisations to inform the assessment of impact.
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ID.30

5.4.23-5.4.41

Method of Assessment

The applicant’s attention is drawn to Cadw’s comments. They raise concerns with
the approach in the SR as there is no information on any additional investigations
that may be required to identify buried archaeological features within / near the
site. Cadw recommend additional surveys could include a geophysical survey and
archaeological evaluation. Cadw provide detailed advice on the requirement for a
geophysical survey in appendix 1. Cadw also highlight that peat deposits will need
to be assessed for archaeological interest as they may contain important
paleoenvironmental evidence and artefacts of prehistoric date.

With regard to question 6, Cadw advise that stage 2 of the Assessment of the
Significance of Impact of Development on Historic Landscapes (ASIDOHL) can
only be removed from the assessment if no works connected to the proposed
development, including access track and cables, will be located inside the
boundaries of the registered historic landscape.

Cadw further note that a realistic time period should be allowed to complete the
archaeological assessment, reporting and any follow up mitigation discussion to
ensure all relevant information is provided at application stage. Failure to

complete the appropriate surveys may result in delays at the examination stage.

PEDW recommend that following completion of the draft desk-based assessment
and walkover survey, the applicant should liaise with Cadw and Heneb to agree
whether further survey work is needed.

ID.31

Existing Baseline

Carmarthen CC state that an ecological assessment and / or survey will be
required and must provide sufficient information to identify any nature
conservation features (habitats / species) that are likely to be affected by the
proposals and identify potential options for mitigation and enhancement. The
applicant’s attention is drawn to Carmarthenshire’s detailed comments.
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ID.32

6.2.3, 6.4.8

Designated Sites

NRW raise concerns with the impact on statutory designated sites. NRW request
additional information and further surveys, particularly as some mobile species
may be reliant on the habitats present.

NRW highlight that the SR does not include all notified features of the Cwm
Doethie-Mynydd Mallaen Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). All features of
the SSSI will need to be included and considered as part of the assessment.
NRW note that it appears that surveys for lower plant species in the woodland
forest have been missed. Information on the presence of lower plants within the
forest area and potential impacts must be provided.

NRW also advise that the impact on the Afon Tywi Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) will need to be fully considered. Whilst it is over 10 km from the site, it is
hydrologically linked by the Afon Cothi. Therefore, consideration should be given
to species within the Afon Tywi SAC, particularly fish as they may be using
tributaries outside of the SAC.

NRW advise that sufficient information will need to be submitted to demonstrate
there will be no adverse impact on these sites.

The above matters will need to be addressed in the ES. PEDW does not agree
that the Afon Tywi SAC can be scoped out at this stage.

ID.33

6.2.3-6.2.6,6.4.9

Habitats

The SR proposes to scope out improved and semi-improved pasture, and
potentially areas of species-poor rush-dominated marshy grassland. NRW do not
support this approach, they state that further information will be needed to support
the rationale for exclusion of marshy grassland as an excluded feature especially
if this is on peat soils. Peat is covered in further detail in the relevant section
below.

NRW also advise that the applicant should avoid priority habitats as much as is
possible. Ground Water Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTES) should
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also be avoided as should their hydrological inputs. The GWDTE's should be
mapped, and their hydrological inputs identified.

Carmarthenshire CC state that any works affecting priority habitats must be
informed by an eco-hydrological survey and report to inform any effects of
changes in hydrology on Section 7 habitats. They note that various section 7
habitats are present in the area, including peat, wet and dry heathland including
wet dwarf shrub heath, and the potential for section 7 grassland. Any effect on
section 7 watercourses must also be considered, with suitable buffer zones.

PEDW therefore advise that the impact on section 7 habitats cannot be
scoped out at this stage. The above surveys should be undertaken to inform a
full assessment of the habitats on site, and the likely impact.

Carmarthenshire CC confirm that habitats affected will need to be mitigated and
compensated for according to the mitigation hierarchy and step-wise approach.
This should be evidenced in the ES.

ID.34

2.4.32

Woodland

As noted above, the SR proposes to scope out Forestry as a standalone chapter
on the basis that this aspect is covered in other chapters, including Ecology.

The SR confirms that areas of forestry would be removed, and that the ES will
provide full details on the extent of tree felling, restocking and compensatory
replanting (para. 2.4.32). Limited information appears to have been provided in
the Ecology chapter in this regard.

Carmarthenshire CC highlight that the development may affect broadleaved
woodland / tree lines including semi-natural broadleaved woodland and
hedgerows. They advise that these features must be retained and integrated into
the development design. Veteran / mature trees are regarded as irreplaceable
habitat, and therefore should not be removed. Appropriate buffer zones, including
construction exclusion zones, must be provided for any tree line in accordance

27




with BS Standard 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and
construction recommendations.

PEDW therefore recommend that the above matters are included to assess the
loss of, and impact to woodland on site. Particular attention should be given to the
protection of ancient woodland, veteran trees and other irreplaceable habitats.

ID.35

6.3.5

Design Considerations

Carmarthenshire CC state that, given the sensitivity and high biodiversity value of
habitats on site, alternative access solutions which reduce impacts should be
considered. They note that the design should reduce impacts, and this should be
demonstrated through the submission. This may involve engineering solutions to
reduce land take and deliver infrastructure.

NRW note that an outline Habitat Management Plan (HMP) will be developed,
NRW state that the HMP should set out the length / timescale of the plan and
consideration should be given to the decommissioning phase. This should be
included as a technical appendix to the ES.

ID.36

6.4.9, 6.4.12,
Figure 6.2

Scope of the Assessment

NRW request further information on the ecology impacts of the off-site transport
route and grid connection. They further advise that the ES should also include any
potential significant ecological impacts from decommissioning.

ID.37

6.4.11

Study Area

The SR proposes habitat surveys to extend to 250 m around turbines and 150 m
around other infrastructure and for specified distances from infrastructure for
species surveys e.g. 200 m for water vole. The applicant’s attention is drawn to
NRW’s response to question 1, within which they query whether the approach will
allow the ES to demonstrate the design has minimised impacts on receptors. By
only surveying limited areas on site, it will not be possible to demonstrate if
infrastructure can be re-sited to reduce its impact as these areas will likely be un-
surveyed. The limited spatial scope of surveys may also not allow sufficient
information to inform the HMP and any micro siting or changes in the design later
in the process.
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The applicant’s attention is also drawn to comments from Ceredigion CC'’s
Ecologist, within which they query whether the phase 1 habitat survey will be
undertaken for all areas within the site that may be affected by construction i.e.
welfare area, construction compound, borrow pits, lay down areas and tracks.

NRW further advise that the proposed 10 km Zone of Influence will not be
appropriate for the Cwm Doethie — Mynydd Mallaen SSSI, Elenydd SAC and
Elenydd Mallaen SPA as the large area of the sites means projects over this
distance could impact cumulatively or in-combination on the protected sites. The
in-combination assessment for the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for
the Elenydd Mallaen SAC will need to consider all projects with the potential to
impact on the site irrespective of distance.

PEDW therefore advise that the applicant should consider the proposed approach
to the phase 1 habitat surveys, and whether the current approach will provide
sufficient information to inform the EIA, particularly if the layout is amended. The
above matters should be fully addressed in the ES.

ID.38 | 6.4.12-15 Habitat Survey (Phase 1 NRW advise that any habitat surveys should accord with the NCC Phase 1 survey
and National Vegetation guidelines (NCC Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey, 1990), and should be
Classification) undertaken during the summer months. The results of the phase 1 survey should
be presented alongside details of the current annual management of the site,
including changes which may influence use of the site by protected species.
The SR mentions a Phase 2 National Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey,
NRW request the mapping associated with this survey.
ID.39 Species Surveys — General | NRW advise that the site and, where necessary, land adjacent to the site is

Advice

subject to assessment to determine the likelihood of protected species being
present and affected by the proposals. Targeted species surveys should be
undertaken for all species scoped in which:
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i.  are undertaken by qualified, experienced, and where necessary, licensed
ecologist(s) and,

ii. comply with current best practice guidelines. In the event that the surveys
deviate from published guidance, or there are good reasons for deviation,
full justification for this should be included within the ES.

ID.40

6.2.10-12, 6.4.16-
17

Bats

NRW advise that up-to-date bat surveys are provided, and that they should
accord with the following guidance:
e Bats and Onshore wind turbines — survey, assessment and mitigation by
Nature Scot dated August 2021;
e Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologist: good Practice Guidelines (4th
Edition) by Bat Conservation Trust dated 2023.

NRW also advise that the impacts of the proposals on bats are assessed using
the Ecobat tool, currently hosted by the Mammal Society. Any alternative
assessment method used (i.e. bat passes per hour) should use comparable
thresholds of impact to those used by Ecobat and should set out what those
thresholds are and how they are comparable.

ID.41

6.2.13-16, 6.4.18-
19

Otter

The SR noted that otter spraint was recorded during autumn 2023 surveys, and
that a second survey is proposed for spring 2024 which shall focus on
watercourse sections within 200 m of proposed infrastructure. NRW acknowledge
this approach, however advise that surveys should also consider any potential
overland routes used by otters for dispersal between river catchments. They also
advise that surveys are undertaken across the year to establish any seasonal
patterns of use.

NRW advise that otter surveys may need to extend beyond the site boundary to
contextualise any records with regards to the local population. This will depend on
preliminary findings of otter presence.
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NRW also advise that any security fencing associated with the development (i.e.
around solar arrays) must not interfere with the movement of otters through the
landscape and between river catchments.

ID.42

6.2.13-16, 6.4.18-
19

Water Vole

NRW advise that surveys for water voles are undertaken in the period mid-April to
end of June, and July to September with at least 2 months apart between visits in
accordance with published best practice set out in the Water Vole Mitigation
Handbook (Mammal Society, 2016).

The SR mentions surveying watercourses. NRW further advise that consideration
should be given to water voles exhibiting fossorial habits and living in more
terrestrial habitats some distance away from watercourses. NRW highlight records
of water vole populations in Molinia dominated upland habitats in proximity to the
site. NRW also highlight that water vole may be present in associated marshy
grassland habitats. PEDW therefore recommend that the scope of the water vole
survey is extended to cover these habitat areas, alongside the watercourses.

ID.43

6.2.17-18, 6.4.19-
20

Pine Marten

The applicant’s attention is drawn to NRW’s comments within which they note that
there are records of pine martens within the site in 2020 and that the site supports
suitable habitat for the species. On that basis, NRW recommend that surveys for
pine marten are undertaken to establish if, and to what extent, the species may be
present across the site and affected by the proposals.

NRW recommend that pine marten surveys involve:
e Den boxes and baited feeding stations to be deployed at selected locations

in suitable habitat on transects across the site.

e Camera traps should be deployed to observe activity at the den boxes and
feeding stations.

e Scat surveys should also be used, and samples DNA tested to confirm
species.
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e The surveys should cover all seasons.

PEDW advise that the above comments from NRW should be addressed in the
ES, with suitable surveys for pine marten.

ID.44

6.2.17-18, 6.4.19-
20

Red Squirrel

NRW acknowledge that the SR confirms camera traps were deployed during
summer and autumn 2023 to look for evidence of red squirrel on site. However,
NRW note the difficulties in identifying red squirrel from grey squirrel based on
appearance alone. Therefore, they advise other survey methods are also used to
conclusively assess if the species is present (i.e. baited hair tubes). NRW refer
the applicant to Nature Scot’s Red Squirrel guidance for advice on surveying
development sites for red squirrels, and general advice on survey methods in the
Forestry Commission Practice Note: Practical Techniques for Surveying and
Monitoring Squirrels (2001). PEDW notes that there appears to be an updated
version of this guidance (2009), the applicant should liaise with NRW on the most
appropriate version to inform the surveys.

ID.45

6.2.19

Dormice

The SR proposes to scope out dormice, NRW acknowledge the justification for
this set out in the SR. NRW advise that providing the proposed development is
unlikely to affect any of the broadleaved scrub on site, they agree that dormouse
surveys would not be required, and dormice can be scoped out of the
assessment.

PEDW therefore advise that the applicant clarifies whether any of the broadleaved
scrub would be impacted by the development. If the scrub would be impacted by
the development, the applicant should liaise with NRW on the scope of dormice
surveys.

ID.46

6.2.20

Great Crested Newt (GCN)

The SR proposes to scope out GCN. Whilst NRW note that records are only
available for GCN in Ceredigion and appear to be dated, they advise that eDNA
GCN surveys are carried out on all ponds / pools regardless of Habitat Suitability
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Index (HSI) score to assess presence or likely absence. Surveys should be
carried out in accordance with NRW guidance:
‘The use of environmental DNA test for Great crested newt licensing purposes’

If, following the above, GCN’s are shown to likely be absent, then NRW agree that
they may be scoped out of further assessment. However, if eDNA surveys return
positive records for GCN, the suite of traditional surveys are required to ascertain
the size of population likely to be affected in accordance with Great Crested Newt
Mitigation Guidelines (English Nature, 2001).

If GCN are found to be onsite, the ES should consider impacts on both aquatic
habitat and terrestrial habitat:
I.  Within 50 m of GCN ponds;

ii.  Within 50 m-250 m of GCN ponds; and
ii.  Within 250 m — 500 m of GCN ponds.

PEDW therefore advises that GCN cannot be scoped out at this stage.

ID.47 | 6.4.25-29 Method of Assessment The applicant’s attention is drawn to NRW’s detailed comments under the sub-
heading ‘Impact Assessment’. These aspects should be included in the
methodology for assessment and covered in the ES.

ID.48 Further advice The applicant’s attention is drawn to NRW’s comments, which provide detailed
advice on:
e European Protection Species (EPS) licences

e Local biodiversity interests and green infrastructure
e Biodiversity enhancements

ID.49 Net Benefit for Biodiversity | NRW advise that NBB should seek to provide positive benefits for protected
(NBB) species. Any mitigation measures must ensure bats are not encouraged into the
rotor swept areas. Mitigation for any priority habitats damaged or lost during the
construction should also be provided. Priorities are likely to include peatland
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restoration, particularly within afforested areas, and restoration of heathland on
upland grassland habitats.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to detailed comments from NRW and
Carmarthenshire CC with regards to NBB. PEDW advises the applicant to liaise
directly with NRW and LPAs to discuss priorities and approach for NBB.

ID.50

7.4

Assessment Scope and
Methodology

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from NRW, within which they state
that the scope of the ornithological survey and desk study appears appropriate,
and that they concur with the ornithology receptors proposed to be scoped out.

NRW confirm they can provide addition comments on ornithology matters
following receipt of the completed surveys and results of the collision risk
modelling.

ID.51

71.4.7,7.5

Scope of the Assessment

NRW highlight that their primary concern is the potential impact on the Elenydd-
Mallaen Special Protection Area (SPA). The ES should seek to address how the
development site is connected to the classified features of the SPA. The applicant
should refer to NRW’s detailed comments, however in summary the following
should be addressed:
e Whether those species forage or breed within the site.
e |If so, would the loss of this area result in an adverse impact to the
favourable condition of the species.
e The difference in breeding and non-breeding periods, and if the loss of the
habitat would represent a likely significant effect on the species in question.

The applicant should be aware that NRW have confirmed peregrine is considered
a feature of the Elenydd-Mallaen SPA.
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ID.52

7.5

Information Sources

With regard to sources of information, NRW state relevant population estimates
can be found in, but no limited too, Hughes et al. 2020 (Wales) and Woodward et
al. 2020 (UK / Britain). County Bird Reports, the Welsh Bird Reports, as well as
Birds of Wales / Adar Cymru (Pritchard et al. 2021) may also contain relevant
information.

ID.53

8.4.1

Legislation and Guidance

Carmarthenshire CC refer the applicant to their guidance document for assessing
Wind Turbine noise.

ID.54

8.4.8-10

Amplitude Modulation

The SR proposes to scope out amplitude modulation. Carmarthenshire CC raised
concerns with this approach and request further information and justification to
support scoping out amplitude modulation.

PEDW therefore advise that amplitude modulation cannot be scoped out at
this stage. The applicant should liaise with Carmarthenshire CC on the
supporting information to be provided with regards to amplitude modulation, and if
necessary, agree a methodology for this assessment. The approach should be set
out in the ES.

ID.55

8.4.17-27

Method of Assessment

Carmarthenshire CC and Ceredigion CC agree with the proposed assessment
methodologies to assess operational noise, specifically the use of ETSU-R-97 and
the Institute of Acoustics Good Practice Guide.

PEDW advise the applicant should liaise with the LPA’s Environmental Health
Departments on the approach to the survey and assessment prior to
commencement.
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https://birdsin.wales/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/pg-56-67-Estimating-the-sizes.pdf
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https://britishbirds.co.uk/content/population-estimates-birds-great-britain-and-united-kingdom-1
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/4826/wind_turbine_guidance.pdf
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/media/4826/wind_turbine_guidance.pdf

ID.56

9.4.16-26

Baseline Characterisation

Carmarthenshire CC agree with the methodologies to determine baseline as set
out in the SR. They advise that any surveys need to be in accordance with
industry standards and be fit for purpose. The results of survey work should be
included as a Technical Appendix to the ES.

ID.57

9.4.14-15

Study Area

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Powys CC’s Highway
Officer. The officer acknowledges that all construction and Abnormal Indivisible
Load (AIL) movements would be via routes outside of the administrative boundary
for Powys. However, information is required on the measures to deter / restrict the
use of minor alternative routes to the site, or the study area may need to be
extended.

ID.58

9.4.27-35

Method of Assessment

The applicant’s attention is drawn to detailed comments from the Transport
Directorate of the Welsh Government and Carmarthenshire CC. Consultees agree
that the traffic and transportation impacts during the construction phase should be
scoped in and agree with the proposed methodology.

The ES should include the following:
e Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)
e Full details of route and access arrangement.
e Transport Assessment.
e Abnormal Indivisible Load Construction Traffic Management Plan with
Route Assessment.

The applicant should refer to the guidance document ‘Pulling Together - Best
Practice for Transporting Abnormal Loads in Wales’ which has been included in
appendix 1. The CTMP should contain details of all required AIL movements
along the trunk road network and should include documented trial runs
demonstrating the suitability of the entire transport route to the site (and in reverse
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for decommissioning). Carmarthenshire CC advise that a swept path analysis is
required for the route assessment to demonstrate that the route is fit for purpose.

PEDW advise that the above matters are included in the ES.

ID.59

Highway Alterations

Carmarthenshire CC advise any physical improvements to the highway may be
subject to S278 agreement or may require planning permission as a secondary
consent as part of the DNS process. The applicant should liaise with the LPA on
the proposed works and the relevant consenting method.

If improvement works such as road widening or transfer areas are proposed, the
ES will also need to consider these works.

ID.60

10.4.28-29

Peat

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from NRW and the Soil, Peatland
and Agricultural Land Use Planning Unit (LQAS). LQAS welcome the use of the
Soil Survey of England and Wales definition of peat, and that the assessment is
proposed to include impacts to peat and peatland function, both on-site and
adjoining. They advise that the assessment should also include any transitioning
shallow peaty soils integral to the hydrological functioning of wider peat bodies.

LQAS agree with the approach set out in para 10.2.16, that further survey work is
required for the area to the south and west of Crug Siari due to the likelihood of
peat. NRW acknowledge that the SR states phase 2 peat surveys will be
undertaken, they highlight that this may need to involve more detailed probing and
peat cores to determine the nature of the peatland soils. They also state that
given the potential to avoid peat on the site, the phase 2 survey may need to
consider a higher density of peat probes in area which are not consistently over 1
m in depth.
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LQAS also acknowledge that the SR confirms that the turbine layout will be
amended to respond to the results of the peat survey. They highlight that the
layout for all development and infrastructure elements should be informed by the
peat surveys. NRW draw attention to the fact that deep peat is shown on the
unified peat map within the afforested areas of the site, and therefore careful
consideration needs to be given to the routing of access tracks and other
infrastructure. The Outline Peat Management Plan should also cover all
infrastructure, both temporary and permanent.

PEDW therefore recommend that field surveys are undertaken to confirm the
presence, location and condition of peat across the site. This should be used to
inform the site layout and the impact on peat will need to be addressed in the ES.

ID.61

10.4.30-32

Soils

LQAS recommend a Soil Management Scheme is prepared to set out the
management of soils, their conservation and reinstatement during construction,
operations and decommissioning. Full details are included in appendix 1.

ID.62

10.4.33

Borrow Pits

The applicant’s attention is drawn to detailed comments from LQAS. Information
on the proposed borrow pits is required to inform the ES, including the size, extent
and location. The afteruse of the borrow pit should also be specified, this will
inform the standard of restoration, the scheme and aftercare proposals.

ID.63

10.2.18

Agricultural Land
Classification (ALC)

The SR states that, based on the predictive ALC map, the site consists of Grade 5
(very poor quality) and Grade 4 (poor quality) agricultural land. LQAS concur with
this assessment and confirm that a detailed ALC field survey is not required. BMV
land is not considered to be present at the site. PEDW are satisfied ALC can be
scoped out.

10.4.3, 10.4.7,
10.4.21-22

Flood Risk

NRW have confirmed that the site is primarily in Zone A of the Development
Advice Map (DAM) and Zone 1 of the Flood Map for Planning (FMfP). A narrow
strip of the site, which is the Afon Cothi watercourse, is within DAM Zone C2 and
FMfP Zones 2 and 3 (Rivers).
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The SR confirms that whilst a Flood Consequences Assessment (FCA) will be
prepared, no hydraulic modelling is proposed to be undertaken. NRW
acknowledge this approach, stating that in principle they agree that a hydraulic
model is unlikely to be required as the site is located primarily in DAM Zone A.
However, this cannot be completely ruled out at this stage due to the nature and
scale of the proposed development. Further advice will be provided following a
review of the submitted FCA.

With regard to flood modelling as set out in para. 10.4.7, NRW advise against the
assumption that NRW flood model data is sufficient for all assessments. If it
becomes apparent that flood modelling is required to inform the FCA,
consideration must be given to the availability of flood models for the location, the
age of the model, and type of model available. A flood model update may be
required to be undertaken by the applicant dependant on the available data. The
applicant is advised that the FMfP represents the most up to date flood model
data and is suitable to inform an assessment / FCA.

The SR states that detailed flow rate calculations will not be provided within the
ES. NRW note that detailed assessment of potential flow rates would be beneficial
to inform the FCA.

ID.64 | 10.3.1 Design Considerations NRW concur with the recommendations set out in the SR including a 50 m buffer
around all watercourses, infrastructure should be located outside of / seek to
avoid fluvial flood risk zones, and that watercourse crossings should be designed
to accommodate climate change predictions.

ID.65 | 10.4.3 Water Feature Survey NRW note that a number of the potential impacts scoped in would comprise what

they would refer to as a Water Feature Survey. The applicant’s attention is drawn
to NRW’s detailed comments on the methodology for the Water Feature Survey.
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During construction, NRW may require groundwater features to be monitored.
Therefore, NRW recommends that the Water Feature Survey be undertaken as
soon as possible to enable the developer to carry out suitable baseline monitoring
prior to the commencement of development. This will potentially have an effect on
any GWDTEs present on the application area and dependent on groundwater /
sub-surface run-off inputs.

ID.66

10.4.24

Private Water Supplies

NRW note that a private water supply risk assessment will be undertaken.

NRW state that records of known private water supplies can be obtained from the
local authority however, a door knocking exercise may also be required to
establish all receptors at risk. Carmarthenshire CC confirm that Under Regulation
16 of the Private Water Supplies Regulations (Wales) 2017, local authorities have
a statutory duty to record private water supplies.

PEDW therefore recommends that the applicant liaises with LA’s and the local
community on the location of private water supplies.

ID.67

Pollution Prevention

The applicant should refer to NRW’s detailed comments on dewatering, within
which they state that it is unclear if dewatering will be required for any excavation
work, particularly deep excavations such as borrow pits. If dewatering is required,
the effect on controlled water receptors such as private water supplies,
watercourses and springs should be assessed to identify any mitigation measures
required to prevent pollution and to safeguard water resources. An abstraction
license may be required for dewatering.

In addition, should the underground cabling be fluid filled, the applicant will need
to consider the Environment Agency “Approach to Groundwater Protection”
(adopted by NRW) position statement. The application must confirm whether
cables are fluid filled and if so, they must be located above the water table.

The SR confirms that a CEMP will accompany the forthcoming application. The
applicant’s attention is drawn to NRW’s comments on matters that should be
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ab38864e5274a3dc898e29b/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf

addressed in the CEMP. Information will be required on the location of any
compounds, fuel storage and handling, and the foul drainage arrangements
required during site construction.

The CEMP should be included as a technical appendix to the ES as it will contain
mitigation measures.

ID.68

10.4.5

Land Contamination

NRW have raised the issue of contamination and requested that a Preliminary
Risk Assessment (PRA) is submitted with the application. Any risks that could
affect water quality should be considered. Whilst Carmarthen CC or Ceredigion
CC have not raised concerns, Powys CC have highlighted the likelihood that there
is land affected by contamination within the site and recommend a contaminated
land assessment is undertaken.

PEDW therefore advise that land contamination cannot be fully scoped out
at this stage. The applicant should liaise with the relevant LPAs on the scope of a
PRA. If both LPAs agree that a PRA is not necessary, this justification should be
included in the ES to inform the assessment.

ID.69

11

Aviation

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from DIO, within which they raise
safeguarding concerns due to potential for the turbines to create a physical
obstruction to air traffic movements within a Tactical Training Area where aircraft
may operate as low as 30.5 m above ground level. In order to address this
concern, DIO state that information should be submitted to demonstrate that
structures can be accurately charted to allow deconfliction. The turbines would
also be required to be fitted with aviation safety lighting. The applicant is directed
to DIO’s detailed comments with regard to the specification.

The applicant should also refer to advice from NATS and Ceredigion CC with
regard to aviation matters. Particularly Ceredigion CC’s comments with regard to
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glint and glare for flight levels, they refer the applicant to CAA’s guidance on solar
PV. CAA were consulted, however no comments were received.

ID.70

12

Methodology

The applicant’s attention is drawn to comments from Ceredigion CC within which
they highlight methods of determining impact including Ofcom’s service to
developers where the coordinates of a site can be sent to them for comment, and
the BBC’s online tool which can provide an initial assessment of the likelihood of
disruption. The applicant should ensure they consult other relevant stakeholders
(e.g. Argiva). If disruption to signals is identified, it is recommended that a
baseline survey is undertaken to establish the current level of service. This can be
used to inform mitigation against any disruption.

ID.71

13

Shadow Flicker

PEDW note that the SR confirms that a shadow flicker assessment will be
undertaken to inform the ES. However, the SR goes on to state that if in later
design iterations it is confirmed that no residential properties be within the nominal
risk area for shadow flicker, shadow flicker will be scoped out and justification for
this will be presented in the ES. Carmarthenshire CC state that given the size of
the turbines and the elevated topography, a full assessment of shadow flicker
needs to be included in the ES, patrticularly in relation to the impact on
neighbouring residential dwellings and public highways / rights of way. PEDW
therefore recommend that the scope for the shadow flicker assessment is
widened to include public highways and rights of way. The applicant should
consult with LPAs on the receptors to be included in the shadow flicker
assessment.

42



https://www.caa.co.uk/media/hlsmmmoi/cast-renewable-energy-developments-solar-july-2023.pdf
https://www.caa.co.uk/media/hlsmmmoi/cast-renewable-energy-developments-solar-july-2023.pdf

This section does not constitute part of the Scoping Direction, but addresses other
Issues related to the proposal.

On 11 October 2023 the Welsh Government introduced changes to Chapter 6 of PPW relating
to:
e Green Infrastructure,

¢ Net Benefit for Biodiversity and the Step-wise Approach,
e Protection for Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and
e Trees and Woodlands.

Details are available in the relevant ‘Dear Chief Planning Officer’ letter:
https://www.gov.wales/addressing-nature-emergency-through-planning-system-update-chapter-
6-planning-policy-wales

These changes have now been consolidated into a new edition of PPW (ed. 12), published on
07 February 2024: https://www.gov.wales/planning-policy-wales

On 23 November 2023 the Design Commission for Wales published their updated guidance
“Designing for Renewable Energy in Wales”. The guidance is available online:
https://dcfw.org/designing-for-renewable-energy-in-wales/

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Reqgulations 2017 require competent authorities,
before granting consent for a plan or project, to carry out an appropriate assessment (AA) in
circumstances where the plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on a European site
(either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). The competent authority in respect
of a DNS application is the relevant Welsh Minister who makes the final decision. It is the
Applicant’s responsibility to provide sufficient information to the competent authority to enable
them to carry out an AA or determine whether an AA is required.

When considering whether or not significant effects are likely, applicants should ensure that
their rationale is consistent with the CJEU finding that mitigation measures (referred to in the
judgment as measures which are intended to avoid or reduce effects) should be assessed
within the framework of an AA and that it is not permissible to take account of measures
intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or project on a European site when
determining whether an AA is required (‘screening’). The screening stage must be undertaken
on a precautionary basis without regard to any proposed integrated or additional avoidance or
reduction measures. Where the likelihood of significant effects cannot be excluded, on the basis
of objective information the competent authority must proceed to carry out an AA to establish
whether the plan or project will affect the integrity of the European site, which can include at that
stage consideration of the effectiveness of the proposed avoidance or reduction measures.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62017CN0323

Where it is effective to cross refer to sections of the ES in the HRA, a clear and consistent
approach should be adopted.

The Planning Inspectorate’s guidance for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects — Advice
Note 10: Habitat Requlations Assessment relevant to Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects may prove useful when considering what information to provide to allow the Welsh
Ministers to undertake AA.

Whilst a separate legislative requirement from planning permission, the Applicant’s attention is
drawn to the statutory SuDS regime that came into force in Wales in January 2019. The
requirement to obtain SuDS consent prior to construction may require iterative design changes

that influence the scheme that is to be assessed within the ES and taken through to application.

As such, it is recommended that the applicant contact the local SuDS Approval Body early on.
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DNS: EIA Scoping Direction

Appendix 1: Consultation Responses

Ref: DNS CAS-02917-K8D5Z72
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_ Russell Hughes-Pickering
Cyngor Sir s - . .
wyddog Arweiniol Corfforaethol : Economi ac Adfywio

C E RED | G I O N Corporate Lead Officer : Economy and Regeneration

Neuadd Cyngor Ceredigion, Penmorfa, Aberaeron. SA46 OPA
www.ceredigion.gov.uk

Bl 29" February, 2024
Tanya Leck,
Planning Officer, Bees sk for Catrin Newbold
Planning and Environment Decisions Wales,
Welsh Government. orectine > [ T
(Response sent via e-mail only to: £y ot Q230231
PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales)

Vour o CAS-02917-K8D522

Ebost

Email |

Dear Tanya Leck,

Town and Country Planning Act 1990
The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017

SCOPING DIRECTION

Potential DNS Application: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park

Site Address: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park, Llandovery, Wales SA20 OPP

Proposed Development: 25 wind turbine generators with a maximum tip height of 230 meters,
together with associated infrastructure including a new access route, photovoltaic panels and a
Battery Energy Storage (BESS)

Thank you for notifying Ceredigion County Council (CCC) that Planning and Environment
Decisions Wales (PEDW) has received a request for a Scoping Direction in relation to the above
mentioned proposal.

| note from your correspondence that you specifically require the LPA’s advice in relation to the
scope of the EIA and the proposed methodologies outlined in the Scoping Report.

The following comments are provided only in relation to the area of the site located within
Ceredigion.

Legislation

Section 38 (6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires an application for
planning permission to be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth Gymraeg ac ateb Saesneg i bob gohebiaeth Saesneg.
Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English. Correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and correspondence in English
will be answered in English. Corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.

Prif Weithredwr / Chief Executive : Eifion Evans
Cyfarwyddwyr Corfforaethol / Corporate Directors : Barry Rees
James Starbuck



The relevant development plans for Ceredigion consist of Future Wales: The National Plan 2040
(Future Wales) and the Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2007-2022 (LDP).

A Strategic Development Plan (SDP) has not been adopted for the Mid Wales region.

In accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, should a policy in Future
Wales conflict with a policy within the Ceredigion LDP, then the conflict should be resolved in
favour of the policy contained within Future Wales. This is due to Future Wales being the latest
development plan to be adopted.

Future Wales: The National Plan 2040

Future Wales is the national development plan and sets the direction for development in Wales up
to 2040. Future Wales focuses on development and land use issues considered to be of national
significance. Applications for Developments of National Significance (DNS) must be assessed in
accordance with Future Wales.

Policy 17 sets out the Welsh Government’s support in principle for all renewable energy projects
and technologies. Decision makers must give significant weight to meet Wales’ international
commitments and target to generate 70% of consumed electricity by renewable means by 2030.

To provide certainty, Future Wales identifies a number of ‘Pre-assessed Areas for Wind Energy’.
There is a presumption in favour of large scale wind energy development in these areas, as the
likely landscape impacts have been modelled and they are considered capable of accommodating
such development in an acceptable way.

Whilst the proposed development would not be located within a ‘Pre-assessed Area for Wind
Energy’, this does not preclude the proposed development from taking place as a positive policy
framework still exists for development outside of these areas. However, the proposal will have to
demonstrate compliance with the following criteria in order to accord with Future Wales:

1. outside of the Pre-Assessed Areas for wind developments, and everywhere for all
other technologies, the proposal does not have an unacceptable adverse impact on the
surrounding landscape (particularly on the setting of National Parks and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty);

2. there are no unacceptable adverse visual impacts on nearby communities and
individual dwellings;

3. there are no adverse effects on the integrity of internationally designated sites
(including National Site Network sites and Ramsar sites) and the features for which they
have been designated (unless there are no alternative solutions, Imperative Reasons of
Overriding Public Interest (IROPI) and appropriate compensatory measures have been
secured);

4. there are no unacceptable adverse impacts on national statutory designated sites for
nature conservation (and the features for which they have been designated), protected
habitats and species;



5. the proposal includes biodiversity enhancement measures to provide a net benefit
for biodiversity;

6. there are no unacceptable adverse impacts on statutorily protected built heritage
assets;
7. there are no unacceptable adverse impacts by way of shadow flicker, noise,

reflected light, air quality or electromagnetic disturbance;

8. there are no unacceptable impacts on the operations of defence facilities and
operations (including aviation and radar) or the Mid Wales Low Flying Tactical Training
Area (TTA-7T);

9. there are no unacceptable adverse impacts on the transport network through the
transportation of components or source fuels during its construction and/or ongoing
operation;

10. the proposal includes consideration of the materials needed or generated by the
development to ensure the sustainable use and management of resources;

11. there are acceptable provisions relating to the decommissioning of the development
at the end of its lifetime, including the removal of infrastructure and effective restoration.

It should be ensured that these factors are considered as part of the EIA where appropriate.

It is noted that the applicant seeks to scope out an assessment of the socio-economic effects.
Future Wales highlights that large scale renewable energy schemes can generate direct social
and economic benefits to local communities. The developers should explore how infrastructure
improvements associated with the development may be utilised by the host communities to bring
additional, non-planning related benefits. This includes any transport infrastructure and
communications systems.

The supporting text of Policy 17 and Policy 18 notes the need to protect communities from
significant cumulative impacts to avoid situations whereby smaller settlements could be
surrounded by large wind schemes. There are concerns, given the scale, of the development
having a visual impact on nearby settlements such as Llanddewi Brefi. This is exacerbated given
the interest in wind farm developments nearby (e.g., CAS-02650-BOPOM9). However, it is noted
that Future Wales only requires the cumulative impacts of existing and consented renewable
energy schemes to be considered. It does, nonetheless, stress the importance of design and
micro-siting in order to minimise landscape and visual impacts, particularly in close proximity to
homes and tourism receptors. Additional comments on landscape are provided in the context of
the LDP later in this response.

It is noted that the grid connection will be subject to a separate consent application. A broad
indication of the route of connectivity to the electrical grid should be provided however. Potential
environmental impacts from associated development, including grid connection, should also be
included in the information provided in support of a planning application. From a well-being
perspective, the Welsh Government wishes to see as much renewable electricity generated and



consumed as locally as possible, but where there is new grid infrastructure for the wider
transmission and distribution of electricity, this should be designed to minimise the visual impact
on nearby communities.

In terms of aviation, much of Mid Wales is covered by a low flying tactical training area. The
cumulative impacts of proposals on this airspace should be considered. Early consultation with the
Ministry of Defence (MOD), National Air Traffic Services (NATS) and West Wales Airport is
advised. Information on what should be provided alongside planning applications, in addition to
directions to additional guidance, can be found in the Ceredigion’s Renewable Energy
Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG).

Regarding glint and glare, the Renewable Energy SPG directs applicants to the Civil Aviation
Authority’s interim guidance on PV. It also recommends that measurements for, and assessments
related to, glare and glint be depicted in feet or flight levels (thousands of feet) and that a straight
line approach from the runway is not the only assessment method undertaken but also a circular
or oblong assessment as this will reflect some of the circuits carried out by the aircrafts. When
assessing for glare and glint it is important to consider the combined reflective quality of not only
the PV panels, but also the frames. These should be considered by the developer.

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 12:

Edition 12, which was published in February 2024, now comprises the national planning policy
framework for Wales.

Local Development Plan 2007-2022

The Ceredigion LDP identifies the need to develop appropriate renewable energy sources. An
objective of the LDP is to seek a balance between renewable energy generation and
environmental conservation, in particular in relation to wind energy and in determining the role of
other renewable energy technologies.

Policy LU26 sets out the LDP’s stance on medium and large scale windfarms. Said policy does not
support such developments outside of Technical Advice Note 8 (TAN 8) Strategic Search Area D
(SSA D). However, this is in conflict with Future Wales which adopts a more positive policy
framework. In accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, this conflict
must be resolved in favour of the policy stance in Future Wales. This is further compounded by the
revocation of TAN 8 following the publication of Future Wales. Therefore, a lack of compliance
with Policy LU26 is not grounds for refusal.

Regard should, however, still be had to Policy LU25 which sets out the policy approach regarding
the expansion of renewable energy capacity. Criterion 1 requires resource delivery to be assessed
as an effective and viable option. It must be demonstrated that the choice of renewable energy
generation development is made on the basis of comparing viable alternatives and their impacts
(i.e., what other renewable energy technologies have been considered). The lack of information on
grid connectivity also undermines the proposal’s ability to demonstrate compliance with Criterion
1. The requirements in relation to grid infrastructure set out under the Future Wales section should
also be considered relevant to this policy.



Criterion 2 of Policy LU25 requires any adverse impacts of the technology to be mitigated in line
with natural heritage objectives. This was a term set out in TAN 8 which related to the
expectations concerning the impacts of wind energy developments. However, since the publication
of Future Wales, TAN 8 has been revoked. Therefore, it no longer forms part of national planning

policy.

Criterion 2 also requires any detrimental effects on local communities to be minimised. This should
include a demonstration that the proposal will not undermine tourism. Ceredigion’s tourism is
highly dependent on the landscape. This was demonstrated by the 2013 Wales Visitor Survey
which noted that 67% of visitors came to Ceredigion because of its landscape, countryside and/or
beaches. Whilst this study is somewhat old, it did inform the adopted Renewable Energy SPG and
demonstrates the link between tourism and the landscape in Ceredigion. Tourism should therefore
be scoped into the Environmental Statement.

Any assessment on tourism should also take account of the use of Public Rights of Ways
(PROWSs), registered commons etc. as development should not have a significant detrimental
impact on the amenity, and health and safety, of users during construction, operation and
maintenance. It may also be worth noting that the Renewable Energy SPG highlights that
consideration should be given to the development of an information centre when constructing
large scale wind farms. This can help assist understanding of the development, raise awareness
and help increase visitor numbers.

In terms of telecommunications, the adopted Renewable Energy SPG highlights Ofcom’s service
to developers where the coordinates of a site can be sent to them for comment, and the BBC’s
online tool which can provide an initial assessment of the likelihood of disruption. The SPG also
advises that if disruption to signals is identified it is recommended that a baseline survey is carried
out to establish the current level of service. This information can then be used to help mitigate
against any disruption.

Criterion 3 of Policy LU25 addresses decommissioning and requires the preparation of a
decommissioning statement. In terms of the Environmental Statement, it is noted that
decommissioning is to be accounted for under the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
(LVIA) for instance but be scoped out when assessing areas such as trip generation and noise, as
it is not considered to exceed construction levels, and also cultural heritage, partly due to a lack of
details known about decommissioning at this stage. Whilst the comparisons with construction
levels may be a reasonable assumption, understanding the proposals for decommissioning would
provide greater clarity over possible environmental impacts and assist in identifying which factors
ought to be assessed.

With regards to landscape, a key objective of the adopted LDP is to conserve and enhance
Ceredigion’s landscape. Policy DM17 therefore seeks to ensure development does not have a
significant adverse effect on the qualities and special character of the visual, historic, geological,
ecological or cultural landscapes and seascapes of Ceredigion, the National Parks and
surrounding area.

It is agreed that the LVIA should be undertaken in accordance with the Guidelines for Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA3) published by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment. This is highlighted as the key resource for



landscape professionals setting out the principles for LVIAs. Moreover, the LVIA’'s adherence to
LANDMAP and Guidance Note 46 appears consistent with the Local Planning Authority’s (LPA’s)
policy requirements.

In terms of the study area, the applicant proposes that this should be 20km. This is based on the
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) which covered 35km. Whilst this is consistent with the
Renewable Energy SPG which sets a minimum ZTV of 20km for turbines over 80m, it ought to be
noted that NRW’s Guidance Note 46 sets out a typical search area of 34km+ and study area of
32km+ for vertical structures above 226 metres. It is therefore suggested that the proposed study
area is increased given the scale of the turbines.

CCC considers that a range of 20km for the visibility assessment is insufficient, as it doesn’t take
into consideration the coastline including the Heritage Coast.

The applicant should also provide multiple ZTVs (e.qg., one for tower height, blade tip etc.) in
accordance with the Renewable Energy SPG. These should be superimposed onto legible base
maps with turbines and viewpoints clearly marked and concentric rings indicating distance. These
should be provided as separate documents. With regards to viewpoints, receptors should be
based on trunk roads, principal roads, named settlements and PROWSs.

In terms of the provision of wireframes and photomontages, the applicant should again have
regard to the adopted Renewable Energy SPG. It is recommended that a panorama is taken from
each viewpoint that includes the entire width of open view. This may be 360° for some viewpoints.
Where there is a high vertical dimension to the view (e.g., mountains, hills etc.) it is advisable to
prepare a panorama comprising of vertical ‘portrait’ frames.

The proposed site resides within the North Ceredigion Uplands Special Landscape Area. Policy
DM18 sets out that proposals for development within Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) will be
assessed in relation to scale and nature of development and their ability to be accommodated
without significant damage to, and where possible the enhancement of, the valued visual, historic,
geological, ecological and cultural characteristics of the SLA. NRW identify SLAs as another
contextual baseline source, in addition to LANDMAP, which can inform LVIAs. Regard should be
had to the adopted Special Landscape Area SPG particularly as energy developments are cited as
a key management issue for this area.

With regards to the historic environment, Policy DMO7 sets out that regard must be had for
conservation area appraisals where a development is to be located within a conservation area.
Whilst the proposal is not located within a conservation area, its scale and proximity to Llanddewi
Brefi does raise concerns regarding its impact on the setting of the settlement’s conservation area.
There is currently no conservation area appraisal in place for Llanddewi Brefi to inform an
assessment. However, the applicant should have adherence to Cadw’s guidance, as highlighted in
the Scoping Report, and the following information set out under the Llanddewi Brefi Character
Appraisal (2007):

“The backcloth of the Cambrian Mountains, the wooded banks of Brefi and the rolling meadows of
the Teifi Valley provide an idyllic rural setting for Llanddewi Brefi. The character of the area is
strongly influenced by its rural agricultural hinterland, and it is important to retain this rural feel in
future developments.”



Policy DMO06 of the adopted LDP requires development to protect the amenity of nearby
properties. This includes noise. The Local Planning Authority have prepared a help sheet to assist
with assessing noise from wind turbines. This identifies the main guidance for assessing impact
from wind turbines as ‘ETSU-R-97 The assessment and rating of noise from wind farms’. The
proposed noise assessment takes account of this. It is agreed that consultation should take place
with Ceredigion County Council’s Environmental Health Department on the approach to the survey
and assessment prior to commencement.

Other Considerations

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) requires local authorities to develop an evidence base to inform the
development of renewable and low carbon energy policies. This includes the preparation of a
Renewable Energy Assessment (REA). Prior to work on the Replacement LDP being paused, the
LPA commissioned AECOM to prepare an REA for Ceredigion.

The Ceredigion REA sets out targets for various renewable energy technologies alongside areas
of search for renewable energy schemes. In relation to wind energy, the REA was primarily
concerned with identifying opportunities for wind development between 5MW and 25MW outside
of SSA D and the Future Wales’ ‘Priority Areas’.

The REA identified wind speed across most of the proposed site as being between 6 and 6.5m/s
above 45m. Wind speed was also noted as exceeding 6.5m/s above 45m in the northern section
of the site. However, after considering statutory designations and strategic and local constraints,
the proposed site was not identified as a priority area for wind development. The site was not
identified as a priority site for solar either.

As the Ceredigion REA was based on the latest working draft of Future Wales available at the
time, it will need amending once work resumes on a Replacement Plan in order to comply with the
final publication of Future Wales. However, the amendments are likely to have implications for
solar developments primarily as the main changes entailed the removal of ‘priority areas’ for solar
in the final publication of Future Wales. The REA can be provided upon request.

Although the coming into force of the new Technical Advice Note 15 and Flood Map for Planning
has been suspended, it is worth noting that parts of the proposed site fall within flood zones 2 and
3 (watercourses). The updated TAN 15 sets out the requirements for all types of development in
flood zones 2 and 3 (watercourses), which includes a Flood Consequences Assessment (FCA).
The Scoping Report indicates that an FCA will be undertaken to consider potential risks to the
Proposed Development arising from all sources of flooding.

Ecology:
The Council’s Planning Ecologist has provided the following observations:
Section 6.4

Extent of phase 1 Habitat survey limited to 250m around turbines and 150m around other
proposed infrastructure, and for protected species all suitable areas within the site.



Will a Phase 1 habitat survey be undertaken on all potential areas within the site boundary that
may be affected by the construction phase including tracks, on site borrow pits, lay down areas,
welfare area and construction compound ?

Section 7 Ornitholoqy.

No comments

Section 10. Hydrology , Hydrogeoloqgy, Geology and Peat.

No comments
Archaeology & Heritage:

Heneb (formally known as the Dyfed Archaeological Trust), who are the Authority’s archaeological
advisors) has provided the following comments in relation to archaeology.

Having now reviewed the information provided, they are in agreement with the submitted
document, that a full desk-based assessment of the impact of the proposal on the historic
environment and carried out to the Standard and Guidance of the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists (CIfA), should be produced.

This work should form a section of the required EIA and be provided as part of any subsequent
planning application.

In addition to the buried archaeological resource, this document should also include an
examination of the potential impact of these proposals upon the setting of all historic assets, both
scheduled and non-scheduled, as well as Historic Parks and Gardens, Registered Landscapes,
listed buildings and conservation areas.

Heneb would expect to see a specification for the above work which should be carried out to the
standards of the CIfA.

In addition, they recommend that advice should be sought directly from Cadw regarding any
requirement for ASIDOHL 2 Assessment. If required, this work should be undertaken by a
professionally qualified and competent historic environment specialist, familiar with the processes
of the ASIDOHL (2) methodology and is in accordance with the advice provided in section 2.11 of
the Guide to Good Practice in the Register of Landscapes in Wales in the Planning and
Development Process (2007).

Conclusion:

It is hoped that the above comments are of some assistance, however should you have any
gueries or require further information from the LPA, then please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Please note, this response is made at officer level and is given without prejudice. It is not to be
held as binding on the Local Planning Authority or any of its elected members.



Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Catrin Newbold

Rheolwr Gwasanaeth (Rheoli Datblygu)

Service Manager (Development Management)

Ar ran Swyddog Arweiniol Corfforaethol: Economi ac Adfywio

On behalf of the Corporate Lead Officer: Economy and Regeneration



Town and Country Planning Act 1990
The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations
2017

Potential DNS Application: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park CAS-02917-K8D5Z2
Site Address: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park, Llandovery, Wales SA20 OPP

Proposed Development: 25 wind turbine generators with a maximum tip height of 230
meters, together with associated infrastructure including a new access route, photovoltaic
panels and a Battery Energy Storage (BESS)

Scoping Response: Carmarthenshire County Council

The following comments on the scoping report are informed by a limited consultation
exercise. There is also a DNS Pre-App request pending which will provide more information
to the potential applicants on the issues identified.

For ease of reference, the scoping report sets out a series of questions. This response will
take the issues and answer the questions as set out in the scoping report

Landscape and Visual Impact

1. Do consultees agree that a 20 km detailed study area for the LVIA is appropriate?

It is considered that it is too early in the assessment process to provide agreement upon
a defined detailed study area.

It is acknowledged that the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment be based upon
an initial 35 km study area (this is in compliance with the NatureScot guidance Visual
Representation of Wind Farms: Version 2.2 (2017) and GN046; and with scoping
parameters for the Waun Maenllwyd Wind Energy Hub)

It is considered that a detailed study area for LVIA may be refined from this initial study
area, however it is advised that this area should be fully informed and justified as part of
the EIA by Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping and include sensitive receptors
and viewpoints in locations where the topography allows extended visibility.



It is requested that the final detailed LVIA Study area be that subject to full justification
and agreed with all relevant consultees prior to commencement of any landscape and
visual assessment.

It is noted that the scoping documents do not set out a design parameter for blade
length, however it is assumed from data on the submitted ZTV figures that this is
provisionally 85m. It is advised that the larger blade swept areas associated with these
current generation turbines would result in greater magnitude of visual effects arising
from visual interference between the swept areas of individual turbines overlapping in
views.

It is advised that a precautionary approach in terms of study area extent be adopted.

2. Do consultees consider that the proposed viewpoint locations are appropriate to
inform the LVIA?

CCC Comment — Viewpoints

VP1 - Generally appropriate however recommend consideration of alternative
viewpoint at approximate location 275525, 256843 on Cambrian Way at
greater elevation and on CroW access land.

VP2 - Considered appropriate.

VP3 - Apparently no/ minimal visibility as illustrated on Figure 4.2 blade tip ZTV

(recommend to keep in viewpoint list to demonstrate via wireline visualisations)
VP4 - Considered appropriate.

VPS5 - Considered appropriate.

VP6 - Considered appropriate.

VP7 - Considered appropriate. NB also represents users of  ProW 7/18

VPS8 - Considered appropriate. Recommend consideration of landscape and visual
impacts to CroW access land to the higher ground to the west.

VP9 - Considered appropriate. NB also represents users of Statutory access land
(Common Land with deeds for access)

VP10 - Considered appropriate.

VP11 - Apparently no visibility as illustrated on Figure 4.2 blade tip ZTV (recommend
to keep in viewpoint list to demonstrate via wireline visualisations)

VP12 - Considered appropriate.

VP13 - Considered appropriate.

VP14 - Considered appropriate.

VP15 - Considered appropriate.

VP16 - Considered appropriate.

VP17 - Considered appropriate.

VP17 - Considered appropriate.

It is recommended that the following additional viewpoints be considered for inclusion : -

A Indicative Grid Ref 273956, 252723 —
Carn Penrhiwyllwydog; Prow; and CroW access land.

B Indicative Grid Ref: 261469, 235347 : Cothi Valey SLA and Prow 38/2

C Indicative Grid Ref 280506, 246903 — ProW, Bridleway 37/079 CroW access
land; and Registered Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest HL(W)D5
Tywi Valley.

D Mynydd Cynrhos: Indicative Grid Ref : 262063, 232682 : CroW access land



E Mynydd Llanliwni: Mynydd Llanllwni SLA, Statutory access land (Common
Land with deeds for access)
F Mynydd Figyn: Indicative Grid Ref: 260370, 230600

3. Do consultees consider that the proposed scope of the LVIA as set out in this
chapter is proportionate and adequate to identify all potentially significant effects?

It is noted that the proposed development is not within a ‘Pre-Assessed Area for Wind
Energy’ as identified in Future Wales: The National Plan 2040. It is advised that:

e The Scoping Report does not provide details of access routes between turbines within
the site boundary, or any indication of the proposed transport route to the site
boundary from the public highway. It is advised that the construction of access routes
to accommodate transport of the scale of the expected turbine components would
result in potential significant direct impacts to existing landscape elements. It is
advised that the proposed scope of the LVIA as set out in the Scoping Report does not
identify these potentially significant effects.

e The Scoping Report does not provide details of the scale of the proposed ground
mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) generating station, Balance of Solar System (BoSS),
on-site substation compound, Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), borrow pits.
Accommodation of these elements in the context of the existing topography would
result in potential significant direct impacts to existing landscape elements and indirect
visual and landscape character impacts. It is advised that the proposed scope of the
LVIA as set out in the Scoping Report does not identify these potentially significant
effects.

¢ Itis noted that the landscape and visual impacts resulting from forestry activities and
glint and glare on residential properties which have been proposed for scoping out of
the assessment as individual topics (Chapter 14 of Scoping Report) do not appear to
have been acknowledged as part of the proposed scope of the Landscape and Visual
Amenity Chapter of the Scoping Report. It is requested that these areas be included
within the landscape and visual effects of the proposal for assessment.

e Itis advised that within the study area the road network is often used as a recreational
resource, for equestrian, cycling and walking routes providing links between sections
of the formal public right of way network. It is requested that these users be
considered as highly sensitive receptors within the visual baseline.

e The Scoping Report does not provide commentary on the specific methodology for
visual impact assessment, it is requested that assessment methodology fully address
the full range of potential visual impacts including those arising from the following
effects: -

- In combination from one (static) viewpoint i.e. where a number of towers or other
infrastructure can be seen within the observer’s arc of vision at the same time.

- In succession from one (static) viewpoint i.e. where the viewer has to turn to see a
number of towers or other infrastructure around them.

- Sequential effects on a journey i.e. where a number of towers or other
infrastructure can be seen one after the other over a period of time by an observer
moving through the landscape.

e [tis requested that the proposed methodology for assessment of visual impacts be
agreed with Carmarthenshire County Council prior to commencement of any
landscape or visual assessment






























































































































































































































5.1

5.2

ABNORMAL LOADS AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

Planning applications

Planning applications for developments which are likely to generate
abnormal load movements, either during construction or operation, may be
required to be submitted with a Transport Assessment in accordance with
Welsh Government Planning Policy Technical Advice Note 18: Transport’
Regarding abnormal load movements, the Transport Assessment should
identify:

¢ Estimated movement volumes of abnormal loads to and from the site
e The most appropriate abnormal load routes to and from the site

e Mitigation proposals where necessary for route to safely accommodate
load

Failure to demonstrate that the site can be safely accessed by the loads it
will generate can be grounds for refusal of planning permission.

Planning conditions

Where planning permission is granted for a development which will generate
abnormal load movements on the Welsh trunk road network, the following
planning conditions will be attached.

17 https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/tan18-transport.pdf

Pulling Together 26 Version 1 — September 2020




5.2.1 Structural assessment
No on-site development works shall be undertaken until:

a. an assessment of the capacity and impact on all structures along those
parts of the highway network which shall be utilised during the
construction of the development including bridges, culverts, retaining
walls, embankments, and

b. details of any improvement works required to such structures as a result
of construction of the development

have been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority
following consultation with the Welsh Government as Welsh trunk road
highway authority or other relevant highway authority (as appropriate). The
required improvement works identified in the assessment shall be
completed prior to the commencement of any Abnormal Indivisible Load
(AIL) deliveries to the development site.

5.2.2 Condition surveys

Condition surveys of all highway features along those parts of the highway
network which shall be utilised during the construction of the development
shall be undertaken prior to, during and on completion of the construction
phase of the development. The survey reports shall be submitted to and
approved by the local planning authority following consultation with the
Welsh Government as Welsh trunk road highway authority or other relevant
highway authority (as appropriate) within 28 days of the surveys.

5.2.3 Liability for incidental damage

Prior to the commencement of development works, a scheme to provide for
the remediation of any incidental damage directly attributable to the
development to the parts of the highway network which will be utilised
during the construction of the development including street furniture,
structures, highway verge and carriageway surfaces shall be submitted to
and approved by the local planning authority following consultation with the
Welsh Government as Welsh trunk road highway authority or other relevant
highway authority (as appropriate). The scheme shall be implemented as
approved throughout the construction phase of the development.

5.2.4 Traffic Management Plan

AlLs associated with the development shall be delivered strictly in
accordance with a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) as shall be agreed with
the relevant highway authority. In this respect, the TMP shall be submitted
to and approved in writing by Welsh Government as Welsh trunk road
highway authority or other relevant highway authority (as appropriate) prior
to the commencement of any works. The TMP shall include:
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a. proposals for transporting AlLs from their point of entry to the Welsh
trunk road network to the site that minimise any impact on the safety and
free flow of trunk road traffic

b. evidence of trial runs that mimic the movement of the worst case AlLs
along the access route where appropriate, at the discretion of the
Highway Authority

c. number and size of AlLs, including loaded dimensions and weights

d. number and composition of AIL convoys, including anticipated escort
arrangements

e. methodology for managing trunk road traffic during AIL deliveries,
including identification of passing places and holding areas as necessary

f. convoy contingency plans in the event of incidents or emergencies

g. estimated convoy journey durations and timings along the route,
including release of forecast traffic queues

h. swept path analysis modelling the movement of the worst case AlLs at
all potential horizontal and vertical constraints along the access route
where appropriate, at the discretion of the Highway Authority

I. proposals for the temporary or permanent modification of any affected
street furniture along the access route and details of how this would be
managed

j. plans for the reinstatement of any temporary works after completion of
the construction phase

k. land ownership must be clarified on all drawings showing proposed
highway modifications. The developer shall be responsible for the
acquisition and reinstatement of all third party land including re-
instatement of boundary features

|.  proposals to liaise with all relevant stakeholders and members of the
public regarding construction traffic and AIL movements

m. consideration of the cumulative impact of other abnormal load generating
schemes proposing to use all or part of the same access route

AlLs associated with the maintenance and decommissioning of the
development shall leave the site strictly in accordance with a TMP as shall
be agreed with the relevant highway authority. In this respect, the TMP shall
be submitted to and approved in writing by Welsh Government as Welsh
trunk road highway authority or other relevant highway authority (as
appropriate) prior to the commencement of any removal, replacement of
decommissioning works.
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5.2.5 Highway works

No development works shall be undertaken until full details of any highway
works associated with the construction of layover areas, passing places and
highway improvements as agreed with each relevant highway authority
including:

a. the detailed design of any works
b. geometric layout

c. construction methods

d. drainage, and

e. street lighting

have been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning
authority following consultation with the Welsh Government as Welsh trunk
road highway authority or other relevant highway authority (as appropriate).
The highway works shall be completed in accordance with the approved
details prior to the commencement of any AlL deliveries to the development
site.

No development works shall be undertaken until the developer
demonstrates rights of access to all proposed works that are not part of the
highway network to the satisfaction of the local planning authority.

5.2.6 Road Safety Audit

The applicant shall undertake a Road Safety Audit of the scheme (Stages 1
—4) in accordance with the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges GG
1198, The applicant shall agree the required measures with the Welsh
Government as Welsh trunk road highway authority or other relevant
highway authority (as appropriate) prior to the commencement of works on
site.

5.2.7 Section 278 Agreement

The applicant shall enter into an Agreement with the Welsh Ministers under
Section 278 of the Highways Act 1980 to enable the Applicant to undertake
agreed improvement works on the trunk road. This Agreement will contain
details of the improvement works, construction conditions and financial
arrangements under which agreed measures can be put in place, including
indemnifying the Welsh Ministers against third party claims. Without such an

18 http://bailey.persona-pi.com/Public-Inquiries/M4-Newport/C%20-
%20Core%20Documents/6.%20Transport%20and%20Engineering/DMRB/vol5/section2/hd1915.pdf
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agreement in place, any consent that may be granted cannot be
implemented.

For further information on this matter please refer to Welsh Government
Procedure & Advice Guidance PAG 109/18: Section 38,184, and 278
Agreements under the Highways Act 198019 .

5.2.8 Access onto the trunk road

Full details of the highway works associated with the proposed new access
onto the trunk road shall be submitted by the applicant to WG, as the Welsh
trunk road highway authority, prior to the commencement of any works on
the development site. Details of proposed highway works should be as
indicated on the submitted plans including the detailed design, geometric
layout, construction and drainage.

The visibility splays shown on the submitted plans of the proposed new
access onto the trunk shall at all times be kept free of any planting, tree or
shrub growth, or any other obstruction in excess of 1.05m above the
adjoining carriageway.

All highways works shall achieve full compliance with DMRB.

.» -

WIDE LOAD

T HEAVY HAULAGE
B8 = - 1

19 https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-04/109-18-section-38-1 84-and-278-agreements-under-the-
highways-act-1980.pdf
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6 SUMMARY OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The roles and responsibilities for each party set out in this document are
summarised in the following table.

Table 6 Summary of roles and responsibilities of parties involved in abnormal
load movements

Party Role Responsibilities
Consigners/  Generating/commiss- « Commissioning of fully compliant haulier for planning and executing abnormal load
agents ioning abnormal load movements. Preference should be given to hauliers with FORS accreditation (see
movement hitps://www fors-online_org.uk/cms/)
Haulier Preparing and Planning subdivision of loads wherever possible to avoid need for abnormal load
executing abnormal movements (see Section 3.1)
load movement Ensuring selected vehicle complies with the legislation applicable to the
dimensions and weight of the combination (see Table 1)
Ensure vehicle and load is clearly signed, marked and lit according to regulations
(see Section 3.2)
Ensure attendants accompany vehicle if required (see Section 3.3)
Carry VR1 or Special Order documents in vehicle where applicable (see
Section 3.4)
Notify relevant authorities of abnormal load joumey with sufficient notice period,
including a Traffic Management Plan if required (see Section 4.1.2)
Address and, if necessary, pay for any requirements emerging from notification
assessment process (see Section 4.3)
Undertake/procure structural assessment if required (see Section 4.3.2.2)
Accommodate for roadworks and disruptions on day of travel (see Section 4.4.1)
Execute journey according to approved notification (see Section 4.4 2) and, where
applicable, to approved Traffic Management Plan (see Section 2.2.2)
Abnormal Accompanying Accompany abnormal load vehicle for full journey where legislation requires
load abnormal load on Warn the driver or any other person of any danger | kely to be caused by the
attendant lr‘;‘("rl::‘:gd‘”he’e presence of the vehicle or vehicles on the road (see Section 3.3)
Abnomal Escorting abnormal Comply with National Highways guidance in vehicle preparation and abnormal
load escort load on joumey where load escort protocol (see Section 4.2.2.2)
required Comply with any specific instructions provided by Police (see Section 4.3.1.2)
Police Assessing public Undertake public safety risk assessment for all abnormal load notifications (see
safety impacts of Section 4.3.1.1)
abnormalload Advise haulier with sufficient notice if any amendments required to notified joumey
"‘;ﬁﬁca"O"% SCO’:"Q or if notification refused (see Section 4.3.1.1)
IR Advise haulier with sufficient notice if private or Police escort required and if TTRO
enforcing regulations > .
el required (see Section 4.3.1.2 and 4.3.1.3)
Resource the Police escort, as required (see Section 4.3.1.2)
Enforce abnormal load regulations in transit for public safety (see Section 4.4.2)
DVSA Vehicle standards, Enforce abnormal load regulations in transit for public safety (see Section 4.4.2)
licencing and
enforcement
HB&BOs Assessing Assess relevant journey notifications in terms of capacity of route infrastructure to
infrastructure impacts accommodate proposed abnormal load dimensions and weight (see Section 4.3.2)
LIEIIITIT LRI Advise haulier if journey notification is rejected or approved (see Section
notifications 4.3 2Error! Reference source not found.).
Planning Determining planning Ensure planning applications consider abnormal load trip generation and
authorities applications for demonstrate suitable routeing and, where necessary, mitigation (see Section 5.1)
abnormal load Apply planning conditions where necessary to ensure abnormal load routes are
generating fully planned and approved and that all journeys are undertaken according to an
developments approved Traffic Management Plan (see Section 5.2)
Developers Seeking planning Submit Transport Assessment with planning application to identify abnormal load
consent for abnormal trip generation, suitable routeing and, where necessary, mitigation (see
load generating Section 5.1)
developments

Dischange planning conditions, where applicable, by ensuring abnormal load
routes are fully planned and approved and by committing to all journeys being
undertaken according to an approved Traffic Management Plan (see Section 5.2)
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7  USEFUL CONTACTS

The process outlined in the above sections requires input from and contact
with a number of organisations in order to ensure all relevant authorities are
notified, and that abnormal load movements occur safely and without
causing disruption to the network.

The following table provides a list of key contacts and contact details for
queries associated with the movement of abnormal loads in Wales.

Table 7 Useful contacts for abnormal load related queries
Organisation i
Welsh Government ALO

Dyfed-Powys Police

Gwent Police

North Wales Police

South Wales Police

NMWTRA

SWTRA

Traffic Wales

National Highways Abnormal Loads Tea

Network Rail Abnormal Loads Team

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Bridgend County Borough Council

Caerphilly County Borough Council

Cardiff City & County Council

Carmarthenshire County Council

Ceredigion County Council

Conwy County Borough Council

Denbighshire County Council

Flintshire County Council

Gwynedd County Council

Isle of Anglesey County Council
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Organisation Contact details
Merthyr Tydfil County and Borough Council

Monmouthshire Council

Neath Port Ta bot County Borough Council

Newport City Council

Pembrokeshire County Council

Powys County Council

Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Coun

Swansea Council

Torfaen County and Borough Council

Vale of Glamorgan Council

Wrexham County Borough Council
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Defence
Infrastructure
Organisation

Your Reference: CAS-02917-K8D522
Our Reference: DIO 10061286
Tanya Leck

Welsh Government

Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

By email only

Dear Tanya,

Application reference: CAS-02917-K8D522

Site Name:
Proposal:

Kaye Noble

Assistant Safeguarding Manager
Ministry of Defence
Safeguarding Department

St George's House

DIO Headquarters

DMS Whittington

Lichfield

Staffordshire

WS14 9PY

Telephone [MOD]:

E-mail:

Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park
25 wind turbine generators with a maximum tip height of 230 meters, together

dio-safeguarding-wind @mod.gov.uk

22 February 2024

with associated infrastructure including a new access route, photovoltaic panels,
and a Battery Energy Storage (BESS)

Site address:

Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park, Llandovery, Wales SA20 OPP

Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the above proposed development. The
consultation correspondence was received by this office on 21 December 2023.

The Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) Safeguarding Team represents the MOD as a consultee in
UK planning and energy consenting systems to ensure that development does not compromise or
degrade the operation of defence sites such as aerodromes, explosives storage sites, air weapon ranges,
and technical sites or training resources such as the Military Low Flying System.

I am writing to advise you that the MOD has concerns with the proposal.

The proposal concerns a development of 25 turbines with maximum blade tip heights of 230 metres
above ground level. The proposed development has been assessed using the location data (Grid
References) below provided in “Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping

Report” dated December 2023.

Turbine no. Easting Northing  Turbine no. Easting Northing
1 270537 249911 14 272584 247437
2 270262 249258 15 272448 248793
3 269705 248645 16 272884 248529
4 270503 248718 17 273208 249196
5 271168 248691 18 273536 249866




6 269860 248095 19 273730 249059
7 270271 247767 20 274407 249437
8 270587 247239 21 273973 248545
9 270697 246721 22 274685 248905
10 271067 246403 23 274360 248240
11 271956 246937 24 275025 248355
12 271646 248016 25 275425 248040
13 272256 247872

The principal safeguarding concerns of the MOD with respect to this development of wind turbines
relates to their potential to create a physical obstruction to air traffic movements.

Physical Obstruction

In this case the development falls within Tactical Training Area 7T (TTA 7T), an area within which fixed
wing aircraft may operate as low as 100 feet or 30.5 metres above ground level to conduct low level
flight training. The addition of turbines in this location has the potential to introduce a physical
obstruction to low flying aircraft operating in the area.

To address the impact up on low flying given the location and scale of the development, the MOD would
require that conditions are added to any consent issued requiring that the development is fitted with
aviation safety lighting and that sufficient data is submitted to ensure that structures can be accurately
charted to allow deconfliction.

As a minimum the MOD would require that the development be fitted with MOD accredited aviation
safety lighting in accordance with the Air Navigation Order 2016. It is likely that the CAA specified
lighting will exceed that required by the MOD but to ensure the safeguarding of any low flying/rotary
military aircraft, the MOD would request the wind farm is lit with no less than 25cd visible or infra-red
(IR) lighting.

Summary

The MOD has concerns with this proposal for the following reason:
e The potential to create a physical obstruction to air traffic movements.

The MOD must emphasise that the advice provided within this letter is in response to the data and
information detailed in the developer’s document titled “Site Layout” dated November 2023 and “Bryn
Cadwgan Energy Park Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report” dated December 2023. Any
variation of the parameters (which include the location, dimensions, form, and finishing materials)
detailed may significantly alter how the development relates to MOD safeguarding requirements and
cause adverse impacts to safeguarded defence assets or capabilities. In the event that any amendment,
whether considered material or not by the determining authority, is submitted for approval, the MOD
should be consulted and provided with adequate time to carry out assessments and provide a formal
response.

| hope this adequately explains our position on the matter. If you require further information or would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Kaye Noble
Assistant Safeguarding Manager
DIO Safeguarding



From: NATS Safeguarding <NATSSafeguarding@nats.co.uk>

Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 3:25 PM

To: PEDW — Seilwaith / Infrastructure <PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales>

Subject: RE: DNS EIA Scoping Consultation - Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park CAS-02917-K8D572

[SG36699]

Our Ref: SG36699

Dear Sir/Madam

The proposed development has been examined from a technical safeguarding aspect and does not
conflict with our safeguarding criteria. Accordingly, NATS (En Route) Public Limited Company ("NERL")
has no safeguarding objection to the proposal.

However, please be aware that this response applies specifically to the above consultation and only
reflects the position of NATS (that is responsible for the management of en route air traffic) based on
the information supplied at the time of this application. This letter does not provide any indication of
the position of any other party, whether they be an airport, airspace user or otherwise. It remains your
responsibility to ensure that all the appropriate consultees are properly consulted.

If any changes are proposed to the information supplied to NATS in regard to this application which
become the basis of a revised, amended or further application for approval, then as a statutory
consultee NERL requires that it be further consulted on any such changes prior to any planning
permission or any consent being granted.

Yours faithfully

NATS Safeguarding

E: natssafequarding@nats.co.uk
4000 Parkway, Whiteley,
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL
www.nats.co.uk

H
NATS Public

From: PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales <PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales>
Sent: 21 December 2023 17:25
Subject: DNS EIA Scoping Consultation - Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park CAS-02917-K8D572

Your attachments have been security checked by Mimecast Attachment Protection. Files where no threat or
malware was detected are attached.

Dear Consultees,

Please find attached the consultation letter relating to the above potential DNS
application.

If you have any queries or are likely to have any difficulties responding by Friday

oth February 2024, please let us know as early as possible.
Kind regards

Tanya

Tanya Leck

[hi | she / her]
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Developer Services
PO Box 3146
Cardiff

CF30 OEH

Gwasanaethau Datblygu
Blwch Post 3146
Caerdydd

CF30 OEH

Welsh Water is owned by Glas Cymru —a ‘not-for-profit’ company.

Dwr Cymru Tel: +44 (0)800 917 2652 Ffon: +44 (0)800 917 2652
Fax: +44(0)2920 740472 Ffacs: +44 (0)2920 740472
Welsh Water E.mail: developer.services@dwrcymru.com E.bost: developer.services@dwrcymru.com
PEDW

Crown Buildings

Cathays Park

Cardfidd

Wales

CF10 3NQ
Date: 10/01/2024
Our Ref: PPA0008503

Dear Sirs/Madam

Grid Ref: 272310 247985

Site Address: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park, Llandovery, Wales

Development: DNS EIA Scoping Consultation - 25 wind turbine generators with a maximum tip height
of 230 meters, together with associated infrastructure including a new access route, photovoltaic
panels and a Battery Energy Storage (BESS)

| refer to your consultation documents received in accordance with regulation 13(6) and Schedule 4 of
the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact assessment (Wales) for the the Proposed
construction and operation of 25 wind turbine generators with a maximum tip height of 230 meters,
together with associated infrastructure including a new access route.

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the proposal under regulation 33(7) of the 2017
Regulations and would offer the following standing advice which should be taken into account within any
future application:

SEWERAGE

It appears the application does not propose to connect any foul water flows to the public sewerage
system, and therefore Dwr Cymru Welsh Water has no objections in principle. However, should
circumstances change and a connection to the public sewerage system/public sewage treatment works is
preferred we must be re-consulted on this application.

As of 7th January 2019, this proposed development is subject to Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water
Management Act 2010. The development therefore requires approval of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) features, in accordance with the 'Statutory standards for sustainable drainage systems —
designing, constructing, operating and maintaining surface water drainage systems'. It is therefore
recommended that the developer engage in consultation with Ceredigion/Carmarthenshire Council, as
the determining SuDS Approval Body (SAB), in relation to their proposals for SuDS features.

We welcome correspondence in
Welsh and English

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn'y
Gymraeg neu yn Saesneg

DWr Cymru Cyf, a limited company registered in
Wales no 2366777. Registered office: Pentwyn Road,
Nelson, Treharris, Mid Glamorgan CF46 6LY

DWr Cymru Cyf, cwmni cyfyngedig wedi’i gofrestru yng
Nghymru rhif 2366777. Swyddfa gofrestredig: Heol Pentwyn
Nelson, Treharris, Morgannwg Ganol CF46 6LY.

Mae DWr Cymru yn eiddo i Glas Cymru — cwmni ‘nid-er-elw’.



The applicant is also advised that some public sewers and lateral drains may not be recorded on our maps
of public sewers because they were originally privately owned and were transferred into public
ownership by nature of the Water Industry (Schemes for Adoption of Private Sewers) Regulations 2011.
The presence of such assets may affect the proposal. In order to assist us in dealing with the proposal the
applicant may contact Dwr Cymru Welsh Water on 0800 085 3968 to establish the location and status of
the apparatus. Under the Water Industry Act 1991 Dwr Cymru Welsh Water has rights of access to its
apparatus at all times.

WATER SUPPLY

It appears the application does not propose to connect to the public watermains system, and therefore
Dwr Cymru Welsh Water has no objections in principle.

We trust that you'll find our comments of assistance for the purposes of this pre-application consultation,
and we respectfully reserve the right to comment further on any matters and issues arising from ongoing
and future consultation. We look forward to continuing our engagement on the project prior to and
during the submission of an application to the Planning Inspectorate.

Please note that our response is based on the information provided in your enquiry and should the
information change we reserve the right to make a new representation. Should you have any queries or
wish to discuss any aspect of our response please do not hesitate to contact our dedicated team of
planning officers, either on 0800 917 2652 or via email at developer.services@dwrcymru.com

Please quote our reference number in all communications and correspondence.

Yours faithfully,

-

T EM

A

=

Owain George
Planning Liaison Manager
Developer Services

Please Note that demands upon the water and sewerage systems change continually; consequently the
information given above should be regarded as reliable for a maximum period of 12 months from the date of this
letter.

We welcome correspondence in Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yny
Welsh and English Gymraeg neu yn Saesneg

DWr Cymru Cyf, a limited company registered in Dwr Cymru Cyf, cwmni cyfyngedig wedi’i gofrestru yng
Wales no 2366777. Registered office: Pentwyn Road, Nghymru rhif 2366777. Swyddfa gofrestredig: Heol Pentwyn

Welsh Water is owned by Glas Cymru —a “not-for-profit’ company. Nelson, Treharris, Mid Glamorgan CF46 6LY Nelson, Treharris, Morgannwg Ganol CF46 6LY.

Mae DWr Cymru yn eiddo i Glas Cymru — cwmni ‘nid-er-elw’.



Dwr Cymru
Welsh Water

Planning and
new development

What you should do, and how we can help

dwrcymru.com ' WWDEV 0400



Whether you're a homeowner with plans to extend your home, a builder working on a
new house or a developer working on a new housing site, you need fo involve us in the
planning process. Even if you are just thinking about building, getting us involved early
can help your project run smoothly and address any water and drainage matters as
early as possible in the development process.

How can we help?

As water and waste services are at the forefront of public health and protection of the environment, we play
a key part in the town and country planning process.

If you're planning on building new houses, our team of dedicated planning officers can give you advice and
guidance at all stages of the process, including pre-application, planning application and discharge of condition.

When it comes fo your new development, by getfting us involved in the planning stages, we can:

— Assess whether the current local water and sewerage networks have capacity to service your new site
(and if they can't, then identify whether the network can be reinforced to support your new site)

— Mitigate any potential negative impact that the new development could have on the performance
of our infrastructure, the service we provide to customers, and the wider environment

— ldentify where new development and growth is planned so that we can target investment in our
existing infrastructure within these areas

— Provide advice on making new water and waste connections to our networks once your development
is complete and ready to be occupied

— Identify any existing water or waste pipes in or near to the site, so we can advise on their location and
let you know your options for protecting and/or diverting our assets for the lifetime of the development




Step 1: Use our pre-planning service

What is our pre-planning service?

We encourage all developers to engage with us as
early as possible to ensure any water and drainage
matters that might arise during the planning process
are identified and addressed early on. In order

to facilitate this, you can engage with us via our
dedicated pre-planning service, which will provide:

— An assessment of the impact of your proposed
development and whether our local water and
waste networks can support it

— Confirmation of whether off-site water mains
and/or sewers will need to be provided, and

— Water main and sewer plans indicating the
location of our assets crossing the site or
located in close proximity. Please note that
these are for general guidance only and all
assets need to be accurately located on site
before any excavation works begin.

How can | access it?

You can submit a ‘pre-planning advice' application
online via our website. To make sure that we can
provide you with the most comprehensive advice, you
should include the following information:

— Site location plan
— Details of the proposed development

— Proposed points of communication to our
local network of sewers and/or water mains (if
known)

— Relevant planning history relating to the site
e.g. any previous permissions granted or
status within the council's development plan

You can see how much this service will cost on our
website, and we'll aim fo get back to you with a written
response within 21 days of your application. The
advice provided will be valid for 12 months and help
inform our response when consulted on your planning
application by the local planning authority (LPA).

For larger developments in Wales:

— You have to undertake pre-application consultation
as set out in Schedule 4 of the Town & Country

Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(Wales) (Amendment) Order 2016 for any
developments that:

* Include 10 dwellings or larger

* Have 1000sgm or larger non-residential floor
space or

* Have a site area that's 1 hectare or larger

— This means you need to consult with us and we
will respond within 28 days.

— While there's no charge for this service, as it's a
statutory requirement, we do recoommend that
you apply for our pre-planning service in advance
of this consultation, as it will help to identify any
potential issues that need to be addressed in
advance of your planning application.




Step 2: Once you have our
pre-planning advice

Locate our assets

Before you build, it's important to identify if any of

our pipes, water mains or sewers are underneath the
ground in or adjacent to your development site. Under
section 159 of the Water Industry Act 1991, we have
the rights of access to inspect, maintain, adjust, repair
or alter any asset or apparatus at all times.

If your land does contain assets

If your land does indeed contain some of our assets,
then this will have an impact on the layout and general
arrangement of the new development site. We strongly
recommend that you contact us to discuss accurately
locating our assets fo ensure that they are protected
during and after construction. Please contact our Plan
and Protect team via planandprotect@dwrcymru.com
or 08009172652 to discuss further.

If you want to divert or remove the assets contained
in your land

If you decide the asset located within or adjacent to
your site can't be incorporated within the layout of the
new development, or our rights of access fo the asset
may be hindered by your proposal, you can ask us to
alter, divert or remove it in accordance with section
185 of the Water Industry Act 1991. You can find the
application forms on our website.

How will you manage surface water?

As with all new development sites, you'll need to think
about how to deal with surface water runoff from any
new buildings and hard standings. Legislation in both
England and Wales now actively encourages the use
of sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS). This
approach manages surface water runoff by imitating
natural drainage systems and retaining water on or
near the site.

There are such a variety of SUDS techniques
including green roofs, rainwater harvesting and
permeable pavements that any development should
be able to include a SUDS scheme. There would need
to be good justification not to incorporate a SUDS
scheme on your site.

SUDS in Wales

All new development of more than one building or

a construction area of 100m2 or more will require
consent from the sustainable drainage system
(SUDS) approval body (also known as a SAB) for any
new SUDS features, as required by Schedule 3 of the
Flood and Water Management Act 2010. SABs are
delivered by local authorities across Wales.

In accordance with this and the Welsh Government
'Statutory standards for sustainable drainage systems;
you need to explore and fully exhaust all surface water
drainage options, using discharge fo a combined
sewer only as a last resort.

SUDS in England

Even if your new development is based in England, it's
important to keep Part H of the ‘Building Regulations
2000' in mind. On this basis, all new developments
in England will also be expected to consider surface
water management techniques and demonstrate all
technical options have been explored and exhausted,
in liaison with the land drainage authority and/or

the Environment Agency. You need to consider the
management of highway or land drainage runoff as
these flows won't be allowed to discharge directly or
indirectly into the public sewerage system.




Step 3: The planning application
process

Once you've used our pre-planning service and
identified any potential issues before building, it's time
to incorporate our advice into your proposals fo your
local planning authority (LPA).

As part of the planning application consultation
process we will provide similar advice to that provided
in our pre-application response within 21 days. It's
important fo note that while we share our expert
opinion during this process, the ultimate decision to
grant planning permission is the LPA's.

What are the options if we can’t currently
support your development?

Network hydraulic modelling/WwTW feasibility
studies

As our aim is to support economic development and
growth, we do not want fo resist new development
where possible. However, we must take the capacity
of our existing assets, the service we are providing fo
existing customers and the environment into account.
In areas where there are capacity constraints either
on our networks or at the wastewater freatment works
(WwTW), we may well already have proposals in place
to deliver reinforcement works and fo create capacity
for new developments.

That being said, you may want to develop your site

in advance of us undertaking these works. If this

is the case, to ensure there's no detriment to our
existing customers, you may be required to implement
solutions identified by an assessment of either the
network or WwTW. It's important to note that you
won't be expected fo resolve any existing operational
issues.

Where further assessments are recoommended, you
will need to allow sufficient time in your development
programme for these studies to be carried out and
any reinforcement works fo be delivered, as in some
circumstances we won't permit @ communication to
our networks until these works are completed. The
delivery of the works will need to align with occupation
rather than construction.

Where possible, we will control the delivery of any
solutions as part of the planning process. Dependent
on the progress of the assessment, we may be in

a position o recommend appropriate planning
conditions so that the outcomes of the assessment
can be delivered as part of any planning permission.

This approach allows us to support the progression
of the site through the planning process, however in
the absence of a completed assessment and known
solutions we may need to work with you and the LPA
until the assessment is completed and the outcomes
are known.

Step 4: Connecting to our network

If you've had the green light from us and planning
permission has been granted for your development,
then it's time to start thinking about the different ways
you'll need to connect to our network.

On our website you can find detailed guidance around
applying for new water connections, new water mains,
new public sewers and new sewer connections.

Contact us

If you've still got any questions or queries,
then feel free to contact us:

Email: developer.services@dwrcymru.com

Visit: www.dwrcymru.com

Tel: 0800 917 2652







From: NSIP Applications <NSIP.Applications@hse.gov.uk>

Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 7:36 AM

To: PEDW — Seilwaith / Infrastructure <PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales>
Cc: NSIP Applications <NSIP.Applications@hse.gov.uk>; Cathy Williams

I >; Pam Shea I Gill Smart

Subject: EIA Scoping Consultation - Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park CAS-02917-K8D5Z2

Dear Project Team,
Please find attached HSE response for Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park Project.

HSE’s land use planning advice:

1. With reference to the redlined Site Boundary, shown in Figure 1.1 Site Location [2023-12-
18 - EIA Scoping Direction - Figure 1.1 Site Location], the proposed project does not fall
within the consultation distances of any Major Hazard Installation(s) or Major Accident
Hazard Pipeline(s).

2. Please note if at any time a new Major Accident Hazard Pipeline is introduced or existing
Pipeline modified prior to the determination of a future application, then the HSE reserves
the right to revise its advice.

3. Likewise, if prior to the determination of a future application, a Hazardous Substances
Consent is granted for a new Major Hazard Installation or a Hazardous Substances Consent
is varied for an existing Major Hazard Installation in the vicinity of the proposed
development, again the HSE reserves the right to revise its advice.

Would Hazardous Substances Consent be needed?

4. The presence of hazardous substances on, over or under land at or above set threshold
guantities (Controlled Quantities) may require Hazardous Substances Consent (HSC) under
the Planning (Hazardous Substances) Act 1990 as amended. The substances, alone or when
aggregated with others, for which HSC is required, and the associated Controlled Quantities,
are set out in The Planning (Hazardous Substances) (Wales) Regulations 2015.

5. Hazardous Substances Consent would be required if the proposed development site is
intending to store or use any of the Named Hazardous Substances or Categories of
Substances and Preparations at or above the controlled quantities set out in schedule 1 of
these Regulations.

6. Further information on HSC should be sought from the relevant Hazardous Substances
Authority.

Explosives sites:

HSE has no comment to make as there are no licensed explosives sites in the vicinity.

At this time, please send any further communication on this project directly to the HSE’s designated
e-mail account for NSIP and DNS applications at nsip.applications@hse.gov.uk . We are currently
unable to accept hard copies, as our offices have limited access.




Kind regards
The NSIP Team

=1 =

HSE

NSIP Team| Land Use Planning Team| Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle, Merseyside, L20 7HS
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Health and Safety

HSE Executive
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Gwasanaeth Tan ac Achub Prif Swyddog Tan | Chief Fire Officer
Canolbarth a Gorllewin Cymru Roger Thomas saons), wse

Mid and West Wales tancgc.gov.uk
Fire and Rescue Service mawwfire.gov.uk

PEDW Gofynner am/ Watch Manager A. Hall
- Please ask for:

Crown Buildings Rhif ESUE

Cathays Park Rl ESUEXIN

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ E-bost/E-mail: bregs@mawwfire.gov.uk

Py NOnYIMY A JH/KDT/00349559

Dyddiad/Date: 03 January 2024

Dear Sir / Madam,

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE)
(WALES) ORDER 2012

THE DEVELOPMENTS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE (PROCEDURE) (WALES) ORDER 2016

DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE (CONSULTEES) (WALES) (MISCELLANEOUS AMANDMENTS)
ORDER 2021 - FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITIES

RE: Bryn Cadwgan Energy Park, Llandovery SA20 OPP
APPLICATION NUMBER: CAS-02917-K8D572

| acknowledge receipt of the notification to the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority in
relation to the above application.

The site plan/s of the above proposal has been examined and the Fire and Rescue Authority would
wish the following comments to be brought to the attention of the planning committee/applicant. It is
important that these matters are dealt with early on in any proposed development:

¢ The Fire Authority has no comment to make on access for fire appliances or water supplies.

¢ the Fire Authority has no objection to the proposed development and refers the Local
Planning Authority to any current standing advice by the Fire Authority about the
consultation.

The developer should consider the need to provide adequate water supplies and vehicle access for
firefighting purposes on the site and general guidance on this matter is given in the attached
Appendix and the following links: https://www.water.org.uk/guidance/national-guidance-document-
on-the-provision-of-water-for-firefighting-3rd-edition-jan-2007/

https://www.ukfrs.com/index.php/promos/16847

Y Pencadlys, Heol LIwyn Pisgwydd, Caerfyrddin, Sir Gar, SA311SP | post@tancgc.gov.uk
Headquarters, Lime Grove Avenue, Carmarthen, Carmarthenshire, SA311SP | mail@mawwfire.gov.uk

0370 60 60 699



Furthermore, the applicant should be advised to contact the Local Authority Building Control
Department, which is the responsible authority, when determining issues concerning means of
warning and escape, internal fire spread (linings and structure), external fire spread, access and
facilities for the Fire and Rescue Service, in accordance with the 2007 version of Approved
Document B (Wales).

The plan/s has been retained for record purposes.

Yours faithfully

Watch Manager A Hall
Authorised Fire Safety Regulator
On behalf of the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority

Enc



MID AND WEST WALES FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Advice on Water Supplies

1. WATER SUPPLIES FOR FIREFIGHTING

The existing output of the statutory water supply network may need to be upgraded in certain parts
of the local plan area to care for firefighting needs of new developments. Itis recommended that
this provision be a condition of planning consent.

Reference to the National Guidance Document on the Provision of Water for Fire Fighting 2007.

Access to Open Water Supplies

Where development of water-front sites takes place, the need for permanent and unobstructed
access for firefighting appliances to the water should be made a condition of any planning consent.

Consultation must take place with the Fire and Rescue Authority during the earliest planning stages
of any development to ensure access for fire pumping appliances is satisfactory.

1.1 HOUSING

Minimum main size 100 millimetres. Housing developments of units of detached or semi-detached
houses of not more than two floors should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of
eight litres per second through any hydrant on the development.

The Fire and Rescue Authority should be consulted at the outline planning stage of any proposed
projects to ascertain the exact requirements.

1.2. TRANSPORTATION

Lorry/Coach Parks - Multi-Storey Car Parks-Service Stations

Minimum main size 100 millimetres. All of these amenities should have a water supply capable of
delivering a minimum of 25 litres per second through any hydrant on the development or within a
vehicular distance of 90 metres from the complex.

1.3. INDUSTRY

In order that an adequate supply of water is available for use by the Fire and Rescue Authority in
case of fire, it is recommended that the water supply infrastructure to any commercial industrial
estate is as follows:

Light Industrial/Commercial

Up to one hectare, 20 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 100 millimetres

Up to two hectares, 35 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres



High Risk Industrial

Up to three hectares 50 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres

Over three hectares, 75 litres per second - Minimum Main Size 150 millimetres

In rural areas it may not be possible to provide sufficient mains water. To overcome this, static or
river supplies would be considered on site if they are capable of supplying the above flow rates for at
least one hour.

The Fire and Rescue Authority should be consulted at the outline planning stage of any proposed
projects to ascertain the exact requirements, as high-risk premises may require a greater flow.

1.4. SHOPPING, OFFICES, RECREATION AND TOURISM

Commercial developments of this type should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum
of 20 to 75 litres per second to the development site. The Fire and Rescue Authority should be
consulted at the outline planning stage of any proposed projects to ascertain the exact
requirements.

1.5. EDUCATION, HEALTH AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Village Halls

Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 15 litres per second through any
hydrant on the development or within a vehicular distance of 100 metres from the complex.

Primary Schools and Single Storey Health Centres

Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 20 litres per second through any
hydrant on the development or within a vehicular distance of 70 metres from the complex.

Secondary Schools, Colleges, Large Health and Community Facilities

Should have a water supply capable of delivering a minimum of 35 litres per second through any
hydrant on the development or within a vehicular distance of 70 metres from the complex.



1.6. DISTANCES BETWEEN FIRE HYDRANTS

The distance between fire hydrants should not exceed the following:

Residential areas - 200 metres
Industrial Estates - 150 metres

Town Centre Areas - 90 metres
Commercial (Offices & Shops) - 100 metres
Residential Hostels - Adjacent to access
Hotels - Adjacent to access
Institutional (Hospitals & - Adjacent to access
Old Persons Home)

Old Persons Home - Adjacent to access

Educational (Schools & Colleges)

Adjacent to access

1.7. CONCLUSION

Developers should hold joint discussions with the relevant Water Authority or the Environmental
Agency and the Fire and Rescue Authority to ensure that adequate water supplies are available in
case of fire.

The Fire and Rescue Authority reserve the right to ask for static water supplies for firefighting on
site, as a condition of planning consent, if the supply infrastructure is inadequate for any given risk.





